University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

ScholarWorks @ UTRGV
University Newspaper - The Pan American

Special Collections and Archives

8-28-2003

The Pan American (2003-08-28)
Matt Lynch

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/panamerican
Part of the Education Commons

Recommended Citation
The Pan American, UTRGV Digital Library, The University of Texas – Rio Grande Valley. Accessed via
https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/panamerican

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Special Collections and Archives at ScholarWorks @
UTRGV. It has been accepted for inclusion in University Newspaper - The Pan American by an authorized
administrator of ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. For more information, please contact justin.white@utrgv.edu,
william.flores01@utrgv.edu.

S PORTS

■ Volleyball . . . . . . . . . . .15
■ Roadrunners . . . . . . . .14
■ Sports Clipboard . . . . .13

Rodriguez living a
dream with Texans

VOICE

Sunny

August 28, 2003

President Nevarez
stepped down and the
search for a new
president has begun. Do
you think this will have
a positive or negative
effect for our campus ?

Page 4

Today’s Weather
High: 96

An Inside Look:

Low: 74

News ............................................2
A & E............................................7
■ Sports ........................................16
■
■

T h e S t u d e n t N e w s p a p e r o f T h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Te x a s - P a n A m e r i c a n

President pursues passion

Monterrey. The
Tecnológico (Monterrey
Tech) helped me a lot. If it
weren’t for the
Tecnológico, I think that I
might not be here.”
The 6-foot-1 linebacker
got his chance this past
summer under Texans head
coach Dom Capers.
Rodríguez has mainly seen
action on special teams in

Nevarez to resign for return to classroom
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
Thirty-two years ago Dr.
Miguel Nevarez began teaching at
the University of Texas-Pan
American.
After a year in the classroom he
quickly climbed the latter to vice
president of the university. Nine
years later he was chosen as
President from 149 nationwide
candidates, becoming the first Rio
Grande Valley native and alumnus
to hold the position.
Next August, after 22 years of
leading UTPA, Nevarez will be
step down from his presidential
duties and return back to the

“

classroom to teach.
During his time as President,
Nevarez saw UTPA go from Pan
American College to the
University of Texas-Pan
American in 1989. Eighteen
bachelor degree programs, 24
master degree programs, and
three doctoral programs have
since been added and the school
has grown to the 10th largest in
the state. As important as it has
been to Nevarez to be a part of
UTPA’s growth and success, he
feels that now is a “natural time”
to step down.
“The institute is heading into a
new level of achievement and
will be developing into the

“

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American
Photo courtesy of Houston Texans

UTPA President Miguel Nevarez announced his decision to step down as
president at a press conference Friday afternoon in the Student Union Theater.

“

I started in the classroom and have fond
memories. I see former students and
they’re lawyers, doctors, teachers now.
That’s neat, knowing I had something to
do with their development.
- Miguel Nevarez,
UTPA President

doctoral research university of
South Texas,” Nevarez said.
“That will take a 10-to-15-year
commitment. It’s a good time for
me to step down and let someone
with a fresh vision lead the
university into its next level of
maturity.”
For the last three years Nevarez
had been contemplating
resigning. Finally this summer he
came to his decision before
announcing it Friday to over 500
staff and faculty members during
the annual Fall Convocation State
of the University Address.
“I had been thinking about it
for awhile,” Nevarez said. “After
some serious soul-searching this
summer I decided to do it. It was
only a couple of weeks before I
announced it that I actually
decided.”
“The university has been my
life and that of my family for
over 32 years,” Nevarez told the
shocked faculty and staff. “These
years have been the most
exciting, rewarding, and
satisfying of my life. I find

making this announcement both
bitter and sweet as I am preparing
to relinquish leadership of a
journey that has traversed many
challenging and successful
miles.”
Many were saddened by
Nevarez’s announcement.
However, he will only be moving
across campus to begin teaching
in the College of Education.
“I still have the energy and a
lot to contribute to the education
field,” Nevarez expressed. “I’m
not ready to retire. In all the years
I’ve spent in administration I’ve
missed the daily contact with the
students.”
“I started in the classroom and
have fond memories. I see former
students and they’re lawyers,
doctors, teachers now. That’s
neat, knowing I had something to
do with their development. I want
to go back to that. I’m ready to
make the change.”
Along with missing the
professor-student relationship,

Nevarez
facts and figures
• Hometown: McAllen
• Undergraduate
degree from UTPA
• Ph.D. from New
York University
• Seventh president
in UTPA history
• UTPA president
since 1981

See NEVAREZ page 11

Antonio “El Toro” Rodriguez in action at the linebacker position during Texans training camp.

him from playing
organized football when he
was younger. He finally
got the chance to play at
Elsik High School in
Houston where he hasn’t
stopped since.
“I like challenges,” the
235-pound Rodríguez said.
“I have more fun that way.
It gives me more
motivation.”
After a few years,
Rodríguez returned to
Monterrey and enrolled in
Monterrey Tech where he

majored in international
commerce and played
under the tutelage of
legendary Mexican coach
Frank González. Under
González’ leadership,
Monterrey Tech won six of
its 10 national
championships. González
was assisting at the
Philadelphia Eagles’
training camp this season.
Rodríguez helped the
Borregos Salvajes win the
2001 and 2002
championships. Both titles

were especially sweet since
they were against
Monterrey Tech’s archrival,
Auténticos Tigres of the
Autonomous University of
Nuevo León (U.A.N.L.). In
2001, El Tec defeated
Tigres, 20-12. In 2002,
Monterrey Tech crushed
their archrival 34-7.
Shortly after Monterrey
Tech’s title victory, the
Elsik High School standout
tried out for the Barcelona
Dragons in Monterrey, and

See RODRIGUEZ page 15

Search for new leadership looms with Nevarez’s departure
By LUIS SAAVEDRA
The Pan American
The University of Texas
System Executive Vice
Chancellor for Academic Affairs
Teresa A. Sullivan is organizing
The University of Texas-Pan
American’s search for a new
president.
With the announcement of Dr.
Miguel Nevarez’s resignation as
president after serving for more
than 20 years, Sullivan was

contacted to advise the Board of
Regents and supervise the
presidential search. This is the
first time that UTPA has a
presidential search since entering
the UT system, signaling the need
to receive instruction from
someone who is familiar with the
process. The process is a long
one, taking from nine to 11
months, however, Sullivan feels
confident that time will not be a
problem.
“President Nevarez did a

wonderful thing for the campus
by saying at the beginning of the
year that this would be his last
year,” she said. “This gives us a
whole year to do the search and
have a smooth transition.”
Sullivan has served as
Executive vice chancellor for
academic affairs for the
University of Texas System since
October 2002. She regularly
teaches and writes on different
issues of sociology at the
University of Texas.

The search is divided into three
phases. The already under way
first phase takes one month and
consists of engaging a search
firm to do national advertising of
the vacancy and organizing a
search committee, also known as
an advisory committee.
The committee’s membership
shall include two regents, two
University of Texas presidents
and also two representatives of

See SEARCH page 12

“

This gives us a
whole year to do
the search and
have a smooth
transition.

- Teresa A. Sullivan,
UT-System Executive Vice
Chancellor for
Academic Affairs

“

recent game, an Aug. 23
loss to the San Diego
Chargers, 19-17. However,
he may see some
The Houston Texans
additional action in this
released 10 players
tonight’s final preseason
Monday in an effort to
game against the defending
reduce the roster to 53
Super Bowl champion
players in time for their
Tampa Bay Buccaneers
season opener against the
since the coaches want to
Miami Dolphins on Sept.
limit the chances of any
7. However, one of those
injuries to its starters
players was not linebacker
before the
Antonio Rodríguez.
regular season
Rodríguez is one of a
begins.
growing number of Latinos
“The
in the NFL that is not only
Its
always
been
competition has
pursuing a lifelong dream
been very
of playing professional
my dream to
tough and at
American-style football,
play in the NFL.
times I’ve felt
but serving as a role model
a little slow,”
for young Latinos
I’ve received a
Rodríguez
everywhere. He’s the first
commented on
defensive player from a
lot of support
the training
Mexican university to
from Mexico.
camp
arrive in the NFL to play
competition. “I
linebacker.
- Antonio Rodriguez, Houston Texans
feel that I’m a
El Toro, as Rodríguez is
linebacker
step away from
often called, has had a
that level
whirlwind year in pursuit
(where I want to be at).
the preseason.
of his dream of playing in
I’m here and I’m going to
He got some playing
the NFL. The 235-pound
take advantage of
time in Houston’s 20-12
linebacker started his
everything. If I don’t make
loss to Denver on Aug. 9
journey at the end of the
and the Texans’ devastating it this season, then I know
2002 season with the
I will (make it)
Borregos
next season. I’m
Salvajes of
almost sure that I
Monterrey
will be in the
Tech (‘El
NFL.”
Tec’), where
It is speculated
his team won
that the former
its second
Dragon may get an
straight
opportunity to stay
national title.
with the Texans on
Then he
their practice
crossed the
squad. If he joins
Atlantic
the team, he will be
Ocean to play
part of a group
the 2003
which could better
season for the
its 4-win inaugural
Barcelona
season.
Dragons of
“The team has
the NFL’s
improved a lot,”
European
Rodríguez
League. After
commented. “I was
a return trip
surprised.”
home to
The linebacker’s
Houston at
work ethic and raw
the
determination have
conclusion of
helped him come a
the NFL
long way in the
Europe
past year. He has
season,
also managed to
Rodríguez
tackle several of
was invited
Photo courtesy of Houston Texans
life’s obstacles on
to the Texans
Antonio Rodriguez hopes to make the final cut.
the road to his shot
training camp.
at playing in the
“Its always
NFL.
loss to state rival Dallas,
been my dream to play in
One of the first obstacles
34-6, on Aug. 15.
the NFL,” Rodríguez said.
in Rodríguez’ way was the
Rodríguez didn’t see any
“I’ve received a lot of
language barrier that kept
action in Houston’s most
support from México and

By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
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Lady Broncs dig in and prepare
for season opener at Lamar

Students learn leadership skills at retreat
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Student leaders from various
organizations on campus are
ready to face the new school
year. The Office of the Dean of
Students, the Student
Government Association, and the
Student Development Office
hosted the annual Summer
Student Leadership Retreat, Aug.
18-19 on the UTPA campus.
Approximately 70 students
from 25 different organizations
attended the event, which was
close to the intended goal of 75
students, according to Assistant
Dean of Students David
Mariscal. The retreat attracted
big numbers never before seen in
a student leader retreat at UTPA.
“That is the most that have
ever attended, so based on the
numbers it was a success,”
Mariscal explained.
The focus of the retreat was to
strengthen student organizations
and provide each leader with the
skills needed to run their
organization. Mariscal also
added that the skills and ideas
discussed in the workshops
throughout the retreat were
framed to help respective
organizations be successful.
Students started the retreat by
listening to keynote speaker
Michael Poll, a nationally known
college speaker who for more
than a decade has appeared at
colleges throughout the country
in order to help college
achievement, leadership
development, and career and life
success.
During his presentation he did
several activities with the
students to help them explore
their “leader within,” and has
helped them learn how to work
as a team with activities such as,
‘Developing the leader within’
and ‘Building Blocks of Our
Team.’
According to sophomore
Kaleena Cruz, who attended the

retreat representing the American
Sign Language Club, Poll’s
The retreat helped the organization
workshops helped the students
leader to understand the necessity of
open their minds and helped
them learn how to get their
being a leader; and educate the
organizations to work together.
“He helped us learn how to
members [to be able to] get them
include everyone in the
involved.
organization, not just the
officers,” Cruz said. “The retreat
- Kaleena Cruz,
helped the organization leaders
sophomore and retreat attendee
to understand the necessity of
being a leader, and educate the
members [to be able to] get them a great opportunity to meet with
encouraged by how many of
involved.”
officers from other organizations. them attended the event.
Poll mentioned that UTPA
Although Price was aware that
“It was great to be able to talk
students have great potential and
those attending reflected only a
to them about important issues
are highly motivated students
small percentage of the student
and their concerns,” Dreyer
who take initiative in their
body at UTPA, he was still
commented.
organization and school. He also
impressed with the positive
A highlight of the retreat was
mentioned it is a campus
attitude of the diverse
the chance to introduce the new
involved in supporting the
organizations that showed up.
Dean of Students, Dr. Jerry
community, one he would
“I am very impressed with the
Price. With only a few months
definitely like to come back to.
students [because] they take their
on the position, Price
The retreat also featured
education seriously,” Price
commented that he was able to
UTPA personnel, who conducted establish a closer connection
stated. “I am very excited to be
different workshops to further
here.”
with students, and was
help student
leaders achieve
organizational
success. Christine
Carruthers,
student judicial
affairs officer,
stated that the
retreat was
started to prepare
student leaders
for the upcoming
academic year.
“It was a great
success [because]
students brought
out issues and
had the chance to
network with
other students,”
Carruthers said.
Kayla Dreyer,
the Student
Government
Association
senator for the
Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American
College of Social
and Behavioral
(Above and Below) - More 70 students, representing over 25 organizations, attended
Sciences, also
the Summer Student Leadership Retreat held on campus Aug. 18-19. The purpose of
stated that it was
the retreat was to strengthen campus organizations and student leadership skills.

By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American

“
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By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American
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The Lady Broncs practice for their season opener at the Lamar Tournament.

RODRIGUEZ

The 2003 volleyball season
begins this weekend with the
Lady Broncs traveling to
Beaumont to compete in a twoday, three-game tournament
against Lamar, North Texas,
and Lehigh.
Last season the Lady Broncs
went 16-19, struggling at both
the beginning and end of the
schedule, but they were able to
string together an impressive
nine-game run in the meat of
the season to strengthen the
final record.
Head coach Dave Thorn
anticipates equal or better
results from his squad this
season and hopes that the
three-game road trip will yield
early results for his young
team.
“I’m very excited about this
season,” Thorn said. “We have
the core of our team from last
season back with us this year starters at every position. And
we have a lot of new talent
playing for us.”
The new talent Thorn is
referring to are the eight
incoming freshman who will be

VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE

continued from page 16

was invited to attend training camp
in Tampa Bay. At the end of the
February camp, Rodríguez made
the team and crossed the ocean to
play in NFL Europe.
“I learned a lot in Barcelona,”
Rodríguez reflected. “It prepared
me to be here.”
With the arrival of Rodríguez to
the Texans training camp, the
number of Mexican football players
in the NFL increased to three. Wide
receiver Marco Martos is currently
vying for a position with the
Carolina Panthers while fellow
Mexico City native Carlos Rosado,
formerly of the Amsterdam
Admirals, is aiming at a wide
receiver slot on the New York Jets’
roster.
“I hope that I can serve as
motivation for all the football
players in México that have the
same dream of making it (in the
NFL),” Rodríguez said. “There’s a
lot of talent in México. I feel that in
some way I’m opening the doors.”
In addition to the Mexican
contingent, several other Latino
players are finding their way into
the NFL ranks. San Francisco
quarterback Jeff García has had a
tremendous impact on the field for
the 49ers. García’s grandparents are
originally from the State of Jalisco
in México.
Mexican-American Robert Garza
of Río Hondo is in his third season
with the Atlanta Falcons. Despite
being hampered by an injury last

season, Garza has been active off
the field by helping in the
community and is currently
competing to retain his slot on the
Falcons roster.
Another Latino standout is
Argentinian kicker Martín
Gramatica of the defending
champion Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
His brother, Bill, plays for the
Arizona Cardinals. Puerto Rican
guard Marco Rivera of the Green
Bay Packers has also made great
strides on and off the field. Rivera
holds an annual football clinic in
San Juan, Puerto Rico.
The popularity and increasing
talent of American-style football in
México can be seen to be
developing from the youth level.
Recently, México won the fourth
annual NFL Flag Football World
Championship by resoundingly
defeating South Korea 54-32. The
10-team tournament, held in Tokyo,
was comprised of 12-to-14 year
olds. The Mexico City team, Los
Diablitos de la Secundaria 312,
won all their games by 20-point
margins.
Although the NFL is far from
reaching the amount of Latino
players Major League Baseball has,
El Toro hopes to see more young
Latinos join the NFL ranks in the
future.
“Follow your dreams. Anyone
can achieve what they want,”
Rodríguez advises. “Focus. Don’t
limit yourself.”

making their NCAA Division I
debut this weekend. Thorn
understands that starting their
college career on the right foot
could be the key to boosting
their performance this season.
“It would be very big to pick
up a few wins and get this
season off on the right foot,”
Thorn said. “It’s good to show
the newcomers that their team
can win. The girls who are
coming back have won before
and they already know they can
do it.”
The returning Lady Broncs
have shown they can win, but
last year their performance was
streaky, and severely hindered
by a six-game losing streak at
the beginning of the season.
The streak, which began with a
loss to UT Austin on the road,
was the product of an
unsuccessful road trip. The
Lady Broncs snapped the streak
when they blanked Texas
Southern in their first home
game of the season.
This season the Lady Broncs
will once again start off on the
road, but Thorn is optimistic
about this weekend’s
tournament and his team’s
performance.

Date
Aug. 29
Aug. 30
Aug. 30
Sept. 2
Sept. 5
Sept. 6
Sept. 6
Sept. 9
Sept. 12
Sept. 13
Sept. 13
Sept. 19-20
Sept. 23
Sept. 27
Sept. 30
Oct. 2
Oct. 4
Oct. 7
Oct. 10
Oct. 12
Oct. 15
Oct. 22
Oct. 25
Oct. 31
Nov. 1
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

4
10
10
14
14
15
15

Opponent
Lamar
North Texas
Lehigh
P. View A&M
Tulsa
SFA
Lou.-Laf.
SWT
TCU
Ark. State
Ark.-Pine Bluff
PV A&M Tourney
Incarnate Word
Texas A&M-Int.
TAMUK
NMSU
TAMUCC
Texas A&M-Int.
Alumni
IPFW
UTSA
Texas Southern
TAMUCC
UTEP
Liga Municipal Sel.
Reynosa
TAMUK
Prairie View A&M
Texas Southern
Northern Colorado
Utah Valley State
TAMUCC
IPFW

Site
A
A
A
H
A
A
A
H
A
A
A
A
H
A
A
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
A
H
H

Time
7 p.m.
noon
4 p.m.
7 p.m.
4 p.m.
12 noon
4 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
5 p.m.
TBA
7 p.m.
4 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
6 p.m.
7 p.m.
1 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
11 a.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.

H
A
A
A
A
A
A

7 p.m.
noon
4 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
2 p.m.
6 p.m.

“You never know what’s
going to happen on the road,”
Thorn said. “Sometimes being
on the road takes away some of
the distractions that you would
normally face at home.
Sometimes it’s helpful.”
Thorn also suggested that the
streaky nature of last season
does not epitomize his team’s
performance.
“It’s hard to predict how the
season is going to go. We had
some tough opponents early on
that got into our head, and we
just weren’t there mentally,”
Thorn said. “But now we’ve
got players who have done it
before and should be able to
perform under pressure.”
Senior outside-hitter Jaclyn
Muszynski is one of the players
Thorn expects to carry the
mental and physical load that a
season of volleyball brings.
“This will be her fourth year
as a starter, and last year she
had a monster season,” Thorn
said of the only healthy senior
on this year’s roster.
Senior Winker Cruz was on
the roster for this season, but
she sustained a knee injury and
will be out for the foreseeable
future, according to Thorn.

2003-2004 Women’s
Golf Schedule
Date

Opponent

Sept. 20-21

Southwest Texas
State Invitational
Notre Dame
Invitational
Oral Roberts
Invitational
Sam Houston State
Invitational
Bronc Intercollegiate
Classic
Xavier Invitational
Baylor/Tapatío Springs
Shootout
Arkansas-Little Rock
Invitational
National Minority Golf
Championships

Sept. 27-28
Oct. 6-7
Nov. 3-4
Feb. 23-24
March 12-14
March 19-21
March 29-30
May 7-9

2003 UTPA Cross
Country Schedule
Date

Opponent

Sept. 5

Texas-Pan American
Relay Challenge
Edinburg
New Mexico Invitational,
Albuquerque, NM
Texas-San Antonio
Whataburger Invitational
San Antonio, TX
Texas A&M-Corpus
Christi Splash Corpus
Christi, TX
Chili Pepper Invitational
Fayetteville, AR

Sept. 13
Sept. 26

Fri. Oct. 3

Sat. Oct. 18

sports
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Roadrunners even series 1-1 with 10-2 rout
Roadrunners continue playoff run against the
Dillas in Game 3 tonight at 7:05 p.m. in
Amarillo’s Dilla Villa
By MATT HALL
The Pan American
The Edinburg
Roadrunners avenged a
Game One loss to
Amarillo in the CBL
playoffs Tuesday night at
the Edinburg Baseball
Stadium by routing the
Dillas, 10-2, tying the
best-of-five series at one
game apiece leading into
tonight’s 7:05 p.m. Game
3 match-up at Amarillo’s
Dilla Villa.
The series continues on
Friday, Aug. 29 with
Game 4 at 7:05 p.m., and
if necessary, will conclude
on Saturday, Aug. 30 at
7:05 p.m., also in
Amarillo.
Edinburg’s series-tying
victory came just one
night after Amarillo ace
pitcher Jason Stockstill
threw a three-hitter
against the Roadrunners.
The Dillas won 3-1.
The Dillas jumped out
to a 2-0 lead with
Benjamin Craig’s home
run in the top of the
second inning.
Amarillo’s lead did not
last for long.
Aaron Sisk (3-for-4,
three RBI) tied the game
in the bottom of the fifth
inning with a blast into
the left-field bullpen.
Sisk’s show of power was
just a small taste of things
to come for the
Roadrunners and their
faithful fans.
Edinburg’s bats woke
up in the bottom of the

sixth, giving the 1,511
fans in attendance
something to cheer about,
by plating seven men.
The offensive eruption
started when Shaun
Argento delivered a single
past diving second
baseman Alex Llanos and
into center field.
Derek Henderson (2for-5) and Vince Moore
(4-for-4) scored on the
play to give the
Roadrunners a 4-2 lead,
their first of the game.
Sisk, Greg Strickland (2for-4), Eric Gonzalez and
Anthony Angel (2-for-5)
followed Argento’s hit
with run-scoring singles
of their own.
Edinburg Manager Chad
Tredaway believes that
hits and runs come in
bunches.
“It’s all about
momentum,” Tredaway
said. “That ball found a
hole up the middle and all
of a sudden guys are fired
up, and it got contagious
that inning. Bam, bam,
bam, it just kept on
going.”
This was all the run
support Roadrunner
pitchers needed.
Pedro Flores, Steven
Wilkerson and Tim
Vasquez put on a pitching
clinic and combined on a
three-hitter for the
Runners, who won both
halves of the CBL regular
season.
Flores allowed only two
hits in his 5 2/3 innings of
work, which included

Thomas Joseph Martinez was a
victim of a drunken driving
accident. He was 22 years old
when he was hit by a drunken
driver in Mercedes at 5:01 p.m. on
June 6, 2003. He was pronounced
dead the next day.
Martinez’s parents are now
members of Mother’s Against
Drunk Driving Rio Grande Valley
Chapter (MADD-RGV). Through
MADD-RGV, Jose and Diana
Martinez have received the help
they need to have a better
understanding of their son’s case
and to get the person responsible
for their son’s death the punishment

Notes:
they say he deserves.
“We know that the person
responsible for my son’s death had
a high alcohol level, the detective
advised me that it was of .20 and it
took over seven weeks for him to
get arrested. He was let out on a
$50,000 bond and all he needed to
pay was $2,500,” said Diana
Martinez with tears in her eyes.
“Right now we haven’t been

Edinburg starting
pitcher Eric Montoya was
recently named the CBL’s
Rookie Pitcher of the
Year. Montoya, 25, led the
10-team CBL in wins (14)
and strikeouts (143),
ranked fourth in innings
pitched (147 2/3) while
only losing four games
during the 2003 season.
Montoya posted a 4.27
ERA in 21 starts with two
complete games. He
allowed 148 hits, 47
walks while holding
opposing teams to a .256
batting average.
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Organization strives to prevent drunken driving
By DORA OLIVAREZ
The Pan American

eight strikeouts.
Wilkerson, meanwhile,
was unhittable.
After relieving Flores
with two outs in the sixth
and runners on first and
third, Wilkerson fanned
three while shutting down
the Dillas with 2 1/3
innings of perfect relief.
Edinburg’s hitters
accumulated 15 hits and
tied the best-of-five West
Division playoff series 11.
Tredaway believes this
win may have his team
back on the right path and
hopes the positive
momentum will continue.
“That might be what we
needed,” Tredaway said.
“We haven’t done that
probably in three weeks. I
think more than anything
it shows to ourselves that
we can do this. I’m
hoping it’ll carry over.”
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notified on the court date but we
are trying to get educated quickly
on this,” she said
Texas leads the nation for
incidence of drunken driving.
Hidalgo County and Cameron
County are the number one and two
counties in the state in terms of
numbers of offenses.
MADD was founded in 1980 to
decrease drinking and driving, and
underage drinking. It is a non
profit, grassroots organization
consisting of approximately 600
chapters and two million supporters
and members nationwide.
The Valley Version was started
in September 2000 by Blanca
Meckel. MADD-RGV’s mission is
to stop drunken driving, support the
victims of this
crime and
prevent
underage
drinking.
MADD-RGV
provides
training and
classes to
educate people
in English and
Spanish of the
consequences of
drunken
driving.
Community
education, Operation
Accountability, which works in
conjunction with TABC and
Hidalgo County Sheriff
Department, victim services and
public events are other services
offered.
In November the “Tie One On,”
public awareness program passes
out ribbons to the public to affix to
cars in a show of commitment to

not drinking and
driving. In December, a
candlelight vigil is held
as a memorial to honor
the victims of drunken
driving crisis, the
families and the
survivors.
“We are always
looking for volunteers
and donations because
we do work under grants
such as the Border
Initiative Grant and the
Victims of Crime Act
Grant,” said Ana Verley,
Victims Assistance
Coordinator for MADDRGV.
“A majority of the
people that are victims
don’t have any idea how
Special to The Pan American
to proceed, they don’t
know what happens after (Above and Left) - Vehicles involved in accidents caused by a drunken driver.
they’ve been involved
organization.
son. It looked like the court wasn’t
with a drunk driver, they don’t
“Everybody needs to realize that
going to do anything about it,” he
know if the person responsible has
it can happen to anybody,”
said. “MADD will embarrass you,
gotten arrested or not. Then that’s
Thompson said. “If you are going
they will make sure that whatever
when we get involved,” said
you’ve done gets publicity and they to drink don’t drive, if you drink
Verley. “We teach them how to
and you drive and you hit
are there to make sure that the
navigate the judicial system. We
somebody, don’t leave them lying
person responsible gets severe
find out if the person has been
in the road to die.”
punishment as they can encourage
arrested, what he has been charged
For the Labor Day Holiday,
with, when the court date is and we the judge to do.”
MADD, will sponsor a DesignateThompson says that the only
do information referrals, where we
a-Driver campaign called Labor of
reason his son’s case made the
refer them to civil attorneys,
Love. Statistics from the National
news was because MADD got it
physicians or counselors.”
Highway Traffic Safety
Dr. William Thompson, professor there.
Administration (NHTSA) show
“We got some publicity and they
of marketing at the University of
Labor Day weekend as a very
were a presence so that when the
Texas-Pan American became
deadly holiday for alcohol-related
judge looked out there, he knew
involved with MADD–RGV about
traffic deaths. In 2001, 252 people
that he had to do something about
six months ago after his son was
were killed in alcohol-related
it,” Thompson said.
killed by a drunken driver.
traffic crashes during the Labor
Thompson will be putting up a
“I went to MADD because I
Day weekend, representing over 52
website for MADD–RGV and he
wanted to get some publicity out
percent of all traffic deaths for that
will donating the money he
and to get the judge to actually
time period.
receives for restitution to the
sentence the guy that ran over my

New dean seeks to spur Student group offers
help to local businesses
student involvement
By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American

vs.
CBL Playoffs: West Division
first round series
Season series: Edinburg won 5-1
Game 1: Edinburg 1, Amarillo 3
Game 2: Edinburg 10, Amarillo 2
Game 3: Thursday, 7:05 p.m., Edinburg (RH E. Montoya, 14-4, 4.27) at Amarillo
(LH Rolando Valles, 10-5, 3.82)
Game 4: Friday, Aug. 29, 7:05 p.m., Edinburg (RH C. Smith, 7-4, 2.77) at
Amarillo (RH M. Percosky, 3-6, 4.42)
Game 5: Saturday, Aug. 30, 7:05 p.m., Edinburg (RH R. Harris, 9-2, 2.81) at
Amarillo (LH J. Stockstill, 10-5, 2.49), if necessary
Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Edinburg routed Amarillo, 10-2, in Game 2 of the first round of the West Division playoffs.

“I really enjoyed the experience, but I had
no intention of making a career out of it,”
Price said.
His original objective was to become an
The University of Texas-Pan American’s
English professor, but during graduate school,
Bronc Village Apartments house students
Price was assistant to the vice president at
from various walks of life year-round. For
Drake University in Iowa.
one month this summer Dr. Jerry Price, the
“It was a professional position but
new dean of students, was a
I was kind of troubleshooting,”
neighbor of residents.
Price said. “Students, families, and
Price’s stay on campus
professors would just call with
facilitated a fast route to
problems and the vice president was
becoming familiar with the
almost always gone, so I was the
university, and similar past
person in the office who was the
experiences made adapting an
first stop to try to solve those
easier process.
problems.”
“I was an RA [resident
Price’s love for problem-solving
assistant] in college. As a
ultimately lured him into the dean of
graduate student my wife and I
students position at Drake
lived in a residence hall and
University. He also received his
were hall directors for a dorm,”
PRICE
Ph.D. in higher education.
said Price, 43. “So I’m used to
“It’s a common position at
living on campus. I was director
universities, but it’s a little bit different at
of residence life before I became dean of
each one,” Price said.
students so I know the foundation of things.”
As dean of students at UTPA, Price is
Price had three older siblings, but he was a
responsible for the Office of Student
first-generation college student, so when he
went to college he didn’t without know what
lay ahead.
See PRICE page 5

By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
With all the different types of
organizations at the university, there is
always life surrounding and engaging the
campus. With the new fall semester
starting, organizations are hastily
preparing for a new wave of incoming
members. One organization, Students in
Free Enterprise (SIFE), is not only trying
to get a head start on strengthening their
organization, but trying to find time to
help local businesses around the Rio
Grande Valley as well.
According to Isaac Sagredo, current
president of SIFE, the group consists of
about 30 students who focus on being
consultants to local businesses and
speaking to various businessmen about the
always-changing information in the
business world.
The group goes to what Sagredo calls
“mom and pop stores,” [independently
owned stores], and tries to assist owners of
business by offering advice on how to
handle their companies. Since many times,
some of the smaller business owners don’t

have a high school degree or are basically
self-taught, the students can share what
they learn at the university level.
“We basically give them some structure
to help the ones that don’t have too much
experience,” Sagredo said. “Those
business owners are smart, they really are,
but it’s a matter of listening to our
suggestions to accomplish what they want
to do.”
Besides working with the smaller
businesses, the members of SIFE also gain
experience with larger companies such as
Texas State Bank, Clark Chevrolet, Rick
Diaz of Channel 5 News, and
Congressman Ruben Hinojosa.
The new adviser of SIFE, Sam Diaz,
says that he wanted to become the adviser
because he feels that what the organization
does is very important because it shows
the professional side of students.
“The students receive tenfold of the
effort they put into any project,” Diaz said.
“They reap the benefits of SIFE by
gaining exposures to different areas of
business at such a young age and create

See SIFE page 5
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President Nevarez stepped down and the
search for a new president has begun.
Do you think this will have a positive or
negative effect for our campus ?

Evelyn Garza
MBA
Graduate
He’s done a good job. We’ll see the effect
when he leaves and a new person steps
in. It also depends on how the faculty and
staff adjust to change.

Dr. Jerry Price
Dean of Students
Navarez is not going to be replaced
because the work he has done for 20
years is remarkable. I think Navarez’
resignation will create a challenge on an
opportunity in the search for new ideas.

Jorge Gonzales
Manufacturing Engineering
Junior
It’ll have a positive impact because it
is good for the student environment
to experiment with new ideas. All
changes are always for good.

Dr. Kenneth Buckman
Philosophy, Humanities Honors
Professor
He’s been around for a long time,
thus his presence has created
stability. You don’t know if
something new is better or worse
so it creates anxiety.

Naveen Cheruku
Mathematics Professor
New ideas might come when new people
come in. Changing programs and new
purposes might bring improvements for
the university.
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Pick-a-Prof.com: Students
evaluate professors online
academic institution then students pay their
own tab.
Pick-a-Prof provides four different types of
Every semester students face common
categories for students to inform themselves
registration questions: what courses to take,
about professors. It also offers an Academic
when to take them and most important, what
Career Coach (ACC) that answers questions
professors to choose.
about majors, degrees, and other important
Some college students have turned to web
topics. The ACC helps students in two
sites to find out what classmates think about
important areas: academic direction and
certain campus professors and classes.
career information.
Pick-A-Prof.com is a site that has gotten
The most popular section of Pick-A-Pro is
much attention from students and colleges
“student reviews.” The reviews give insight
nationwide.
into a professor's homework load, lecture
Recently the site helps students make
style, exam type, attendance policy, and study
decisions about what courses and professors
tips. Reviews are based on the opinions and
to take. Based on the idea that different
reactions of students who have taken a
students learn in different ways, this site's
particular course with certain professors.
goal is to match students abilities with
Due to the difficulty of finding someone
professors who will maximize their academic
who has taken each professor students have
performance in a course.
the opportunity to take, it is not guaranteed
“It's not a new idea for a student to ask his
that every professor on campus will have
friends which professor to take," said Chris
reviews written about them.
Chilek in a recent interview with ABC News.
Don't expect to find vulgar or inappropriate
"All we've done is take all of that information comments about professors on this site. Each
and bring it to all the
review is screened
students on the entire
for profanity and
campus."
personal attacks. The
It’s not a new idea for a
Chilek, 26, and John
emphasis is on
Cunningham, 25,
constructive
student
to
ask
his
friends
founded Pick-Acriticism to aid
which professor to take.
Prof.com while
students and
attending Texas A&M
professors. Quality
All we’ve done is take all
University. Both
content control is
realized that they, along
conducted by web
of that information and
with other friends,
operators before
bring it to all the students site
were frequently being
any material is
asked about which
posted on the
on the entire campus.
professors they thought
Internet.
were better in
The “grade
- Chris Chilek,
particular courses.
histories”
section
Co-founder of Pick-a-Prof.com
In an attempt to help
gives a breakdown
fellow students, these
of grades students
two entrepreneurs
received in every
worked to create a web site that would
professor's class. The percentages are shown
comply student reviews, course grade
through bar graphs that indicate a numerical
histories, professor information, and schedule
average for each letter grade.
planners in one efficient and informative site.
These figures are not student-based, rather
They piloted the site at Texas A&M
they are obtained directly from university
University and the University of Texas at
records. The American Freedom of
Austin. The response was phenomenal at both Information Act allows for the free access of
universities. Faculty information and forums
the grades a university instructor has given
in which students could exchange thoughts
throughout his/her teaching career.
and opinions about professors online were a
The “schedule planner” allows students to
big hit.
see which course sections fit their schedule
Currently this site works with over 50
best. The planner makes it easy to organize
different colleges and has been actively
classes without having to flip through
providing its services since 2000.
schedule books and prevents overlapping
Although UTPA is still not part of this web
courses.
site, a Pan Am student commented on how
The “schedule grid” shows the days of the
this site could be beneficial to UTPA students. week and shades in the times of the courses a
Celina Espinosa, a junior and business
student has chosen. Again information about
major, said providing professor information
course dates and times is taken from
in one site could help many students choose
university records.
professors that better match with their own
Professors can also use Pick-a-Prof by
interests and attitudes.
becoming part of the Professor Services
“Using this new site could save people a lot Support System.
of time, instead of asking people if they have
This system allows professors to view
taken certain professors,” Espinosa said.
student reviews, share personal biographies,
To access Pick-a-Prof simply type
express academic goals and expectations with
www.pickaprof.com in the computer search
potential students, and monitor student
bar. Choose the Register option under Student responses in order to enhance their teaching
Services. Once at the site's login page give
effectiveness.
your name, pick a user name and password,
The “professor information section” of
supply a valid e-mail address, and choose
professors the opportunity to post background
your college/university or any
information about themselves and inform
college/university you wish to attend in the
students on what to expect the first day of
easy to follow login frame.
class.
This site is not free. Depending on the
Student feedback is an important element
university's service contract with Pick-a-Prof
in the success of professors and universities.
the service fee could be paid by school tuition With web sites like Pick-a-prof.com students
fees or the university's student government
can take advantage of different avenues that
organization. If funding is not provided by an can expand their academic experience.

By MARITZA RODRIGUEZ
The Pan American
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SPORTS CLIPBOARD
Mexican baseball series
under way
The Tigers of Puebla defeated Mexico City, 6-1, to cut the Reds’ Mexican
Baseball League championship series lead to 2-1 Wednesday night at the Foro
Sol Stadium in Mexico City.
Since 1997, the Reds and Tigers have faced each other in the championship
series six times. Five of those were consecutive. Historically between the two
clubs, the team to take a 2-0 series lead went on to win the series.
Saturday, Aug. 23
Tigers 2, Mexico City 15
Sunday, Aug. 24
Tigers 3, Mexico City 7
Tuesday, Aug. 26
Tigers at Mexico City, ppd. rain
Wednesday, Aug. 27
Mexico City 1, Tigers 6
Thursday, Aug. 28
Tigers at Mexico City, 6:30 p.m. (if necessary)
Saturday, Aug. 30
Mexico City at Tigers, 4 p.m. (if necessary)
Sunday, Aug. 31
Mexico City at Tigers, noon (if necessary)

Thomas dumped by Pacers
NBA Hall of Famer Isiah Thomas was fired Wednesday as head coach of the
Indiana Pacers. Thomas led the Pacers to the playoffs in each of the three
seasons he coached the young Indiana team. However, in each year the Pacers
were eliminated from the playoffs in the first round. In the three years under
Thomas, Indiana went 131-115.

Local radio to broadcast UTPA hoops
KSOX-AM 1240 Monster Sports Radio will broadcast all of UTPA’s men’s
basketball games including four selected Lady Broncs games. The 2003-04
season marks the fourth consecutive season that KSOX will be broadcasting
all of the Broncs’ games. KSOX Sports Director Jeff Koch will call the playby-play for both men’s and women’s games. The first broadcast will be on
Nov. 22 when UTPA takes on Southern Methodist at the SPI Convention
Center.

Japan youngsters earn series crown
Tokyo Musashi-Fuchu defeated East Boynton Beach, Fla. 10-1, to win the
Little League World Series on Sunday. The victory was Japan's third title in
five years. In 1999, Osaka defeated Phoenix City, Ala., 5-0. In 2001, Tokyo
Kitasuna defeated Apopka, Fla., 2-1.

Pirates deal Giles
The Pittsburgh Pirates continued dismantling their club this past Tuesday when they
traded away left fielder Brian Giles to the San Diego Padres for left-hander Oliver
Pérez, outfielder Jason Bay and a player to be named later.
Giles was acquired from the Cleveland Indians in 1999 for Mexican reliever Ricardo
Rincón.
Giles continued the success he had in Cleveland by becoming one of the National
League's most consistent run producers. The left fielder has averaged 35 home runs
and 100-plus RBIs since arriving in Pittsburgh. Currently, Giles is hitting .299 with 16
homers and 70 RBIs.
Since mid-July, the Pirates have dealt away their ace starting pitcher, Jeff Suppan,
plus top relievers Mike Williams and Scott Sauerbeck. Prior to Giles, the Pirates traded
away Aramis Ramírez to the Chicago Cubs.

U.S. hoopsters squeak by Argentina
The United States Olympic basketball team defeated Argentina, 94-86, in
the second round of the Tournament of the Americas Tuesday. The victory
avenged last year’s loss to the Argentinians. The U.S. is currently undefeated
in the Olympic qualifying tourney and improved to 22-0.

Scott takes helm as UTPA golf coach
Drew Scott was named the new UTPA men’s golf coach Aug. 19. Scott is a
former Rice University golf standout. He currently plays on the Canadian
Professional Golf Tour.

Gyulai replaces Middleton
as tennis assistant
Kati Gyulai was named the new UTPA assistant tennis coach Monday.
Gyulai, a native of Gyergyoszentmiklos, Romania, replaces Elizabeth
Middleton.

Bond in as UTPA assistant SID
Mike Bond will join UTPA Sept. 1 as the new assistant sports information
director. Bond, a native of Michigan, was the former assistant SID at San
Francisco State University. He replaces Adam Pitterman who was UTPA’s
assistant SID during the 2002-03 season.

Macias returns as UTPA trainer
UTPA announced the return of Mike Macias as an assistant athletic trainer
Aug. 18. Mancias, who has worked with Michael Jordan and LeBron James,
served as a student athletic trainer and graduate assistant in UTPA’s athletic
training department from 1997 to 2001.

Women’s World Cup to begin next month
The FIFA Women's World Cup is set to kick off in 22 days in the United
States. The World Cup will run from Sept. 20 through Oct. 12. The United
States has been pooled into Group A. There are four groups altogether. The
U.S. will open their run for the coveted World Cup on Sept. 21 against
Sweden. On Sept. 25, the U.S. will face Nigeria and conclude the first round
of play on Sept. 28 against Korea.

NFL Preseason Schedule
Thursday, Aug. 28
N.Y. Jets at Philadelphia, 6 p.m.
Detroit at Buffalo, 6 p.m.
Atlanta at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
Houston at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Washington at Jacksonville, 7 p.m.
Tennessee at Green Bay, 7 p.m.
Kansas City at St. Louis, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Baltimore, 7 p.m.
Arizona at Minnesota, 7 p.m.
Miami at New Orleans, 7 p.m.
Oakland at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Friday, August 29
Pittsburgh at Carolina, 7 p.m.
Seattle at Denver, 8 p.m.
Cincinnati at Indianapolis, 8 p.m.
San Francisco at San Diego, 9 p.m.
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firm to overhaul the
the community
applications and check
appointed by Charles
There are people who are not
references. Confidential
Miller, the Chairman
realistic about what the job
interviews are then
of the Board; three
conducted by the
faculty members
requires. For the Arlington search
committee and a list of
appointed by the
we had a librarian apply, who I’m
between five and 10
faculty governance;
candidates is sent to the
one dean appointed by
sure is a wonderful librarian but
Board of Regents.
the Dean’s Council;
the skills you get in that job don’t
Finally, the third
one non-faculty
phase begins in the
employee appointed by
necessarily give you the skills to
ninth month when the
the staff or employee
be president.
Board of Regents name
council; one student
the finalists for the
appointed by the
- Teresa A. Sullivan,
position. On-campus
student governance;
UT-System Executive Vice Chancellor for
interviews are then
the president of the
Academic Affairs.
conducted and when
alumni association, the
the final decision is
Chancellor and the
is a wonderful librarian but the made, the regents announce the
Executive Vice Chancellor for
skills you get in that job don’t
selection of the new president.
Academic Affairs.
necessarily give you the skills
Thus, a new president is
The second phase is the
to be president.”
expected to be appointed by
longest, taking from two to
Nominations will be
the end of May or in the
eight months, and begins with
accepted by Sullivan through
summer of 2004.
the call for nominations.
an e-mail account to be
For the time being, Sullivan
Anyone from students to
disclosed in the national
expects to issue a request of
faculty and community
advertising campaign.
proposal for search firms this
members can nominate a
Once nominations are
week and to hold the
candidate for the position.
received, the next step of
committee’s first meeting
However, although virtually
phase two is to contact the
within four or six weeks.
anyone can be nominated
nominees and ask for a copy of During this meeting, the
regardless of age and
their resume and a letter of
committee is scheduled with
occupation, Sullivan states a
interest. Past experience in
an attorney to discuss the
person with an advanced
presidential searches, Sullivan
Texas state law regarding the
degree and experience
says, shows that only 30
selection of applicants for the
managing big organizations is
percent of nominees actually
position and approve the
always preferred.
apply for the position. For UTadvertisement for the national
“There are people who are
campaign. The search
not realistic about what the job PA’s search, she expects about
100 applications. It is then the
committee is scheduled to
requires,” she explained. “For
joint responsibility of the
meet twice during the fall
the Arlington search we had a
advisory committee and search semester.
librarian apply, who I’m sure
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Course offers religious understanding
By AIMEE SERNA
The Pan American
Some feel lost. Some feel like
they just want to know more. It’s
not to contradict or doubt one’s
own beliefs, but to better
understand our beliefs.
“I’m a Baptist, but I feel I
should know more about other
religions to get a better
understanding of what I believe,”
said Jerry Herrera, UTPA
sophomore. “Whatever the
reason may be, to know more is
always helpful no matter what
background or field of study.”
For the first time, UTPA is
offering the course Religion and
Philosophy of Islam, categorized
under PHIL 4390 Special Topics.
“I’ve always expressed an
interest in other religions. Then
recently my sister married a
Muslim,” senior Stephanie
Garcia said. “And now a class is
finally offered to fulfill not only
my curiosity but to help me
better understand what has
become a part of my family.”
The course will cover the
basic beliefs and the practices of
Islam. It will cover the important

SIFE

history of Islam and the way its
religion brought ancient Greek
philosophy to the West. The
course will include topics such
as the distinctive worldview of
Islamic communities, the
political structures and doctrines
of Islam, and the growth of
Islam in the United States.
The course will also discuss
the development of Islamic
fundamentalism, relations
between the followers of Islam,
Judaism and Christianity, the
future of Islam and its
interaction with Western
democracies.
Dr. Thomas Pearson is
teaching the course, and he says
he welcomes as many students
as there are desks in the
classroom. Auditors are also
welcome.
To be an official auditor, one
can sign up at the Office of
Admissions and is then able to
sit-in in the class. Auditors do
not receive credit, but the course
will be on the transcript showing
that he or she sat in in.
“I fell into the course by
accident, but as a confused
individual on what I believe, I

think it seems interesting and
will give me more of an open
mind,” sophomore Jaime
Guzman said.
The course is recommended

“

I hope this course
will give me a
better
understanding of
the Islamic
religion.
- Ricardo Salazar,
junior

for students who have at least
three hours of philosophy or if
special permission is obtained
from the professor. Pearson said
that all students from almost any
field of study could benefit from
this course.
“Since there are now 1.2
billion people who follow the
Islamic faith, and Islam is
regarded as the fastest growing
major faith in the world, the

importance of understanding the
teachings and practices of this
religion and its civilization are
self-evident," Pearson said.
“Many people have a negative
view of the Islamic religion,
and after 9/11, the interest of
the faith intensified.”
There are anywhere from
three to six million Muslims
living in the United States and
there are several mosques in the
Valley.
Pearson added that this
course will help students
understand the differences of
the Islamic faith compared to
the Christian faith and how it
does not constitute a threat like
many believe.
Approximately five percent
are fundamentalists who take the
principles of the religion to the
extreme and practice violently,
Pearson insisted.
This course will cover the 95
percent of the basic Islamic
religion that is not a threat.
“I hope this course will give
me a better understanding of the
Islamic religion,” Ricardo
Salazar, junior said. “It’s
important to know because of all

continued from page 3

contacts with people who they
one day will possibly work
with.”
The SIFE national website
states that the goal of the global
nonprofit organization is to
change the world with dedicated
student teams teaching
important concepts through
educational outreach programs.
The students have access to
major theories on business
management and procedures.
They try to make a difference
in their community by helping
people develop a better
understanding of how the free
enterprise system works, and
how to use this information to
empower themselves and
achieve new success.
Currently, there are more than
1,400 university campuses in 33
countries that have SIFE teams.
This includes nearly 50 active
teams in Texas varying from
small community colleges to
public and private universities,
but all with the same goal in
mind: To better their area by
using the skills they learn to
assist others.
At UTPA, members of SIFE
acknowledge the opportunity
they have to develop their
leadership and communication
skills by learning, practicing,
and teaching the principles of
free enterprise, thereby
improving the standard of living
for millions in the process. One
member of SIFE, Laura Garcia
agreed with the group belief that
even though they have been
working together for a short
amount of time, they are very
serious about accomplishing
their goals.

“

We don’t really have our name out
there with the students, but in the
business world, and even with people
who work in the school districts, we are
respected for what we have done to
serve the communities of the students.
- Sam Diaz,
SIFE adviser

“The students in SIFE are
outgoing, and confident in
themselves.” Garcia said. “They
are like managers of their own
stores. They’re very serious
about what they do.”
The members feel that even
though some in the group are
not the typical “A” students,
they are very good at what they
do with their area of interest and
what they are educated to do.
That is what strengthens the
team and provides the positive
atmosphere in the group.
Each year, SIFE has regional
competitions with the champion
teams moving on to the annual
SIFE USA National Exposition
in Kansas City. At nationals,
thousands of students and
business leaders attend to pay
tribute to the educational
outreach projects.
Last year, the UTPA team
received first place at the
predominantly regional
competition and fourth place at
the national level, and was the
only minority team out of nearly
865 universities.
Even though its minority
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status is apparent, Diaz feels
that it should not have an impact
on the team’s ability and
passion.
“We are transcending
boundaries,” Diaz said. “I hate
to say it, but the majority of the
schools that attend nationals
consist of middle class, white
Americans from the Northern
areas. We are crossing the lines
and closing the gaps for the
students and gaining access to
better opportunities.”
With the awards under their
belt, and an invitation to meet
with the national board of
directors in Kansas City in
December to discuss their
accomplishments, the students
say that though winning the
award was exciting, it did not
overshadow the pride they felt
in helping small businesses in
the Rio Grande Valley.
The team does not participate
in fundraising activities like
selling food during activity time
or hosting events. Instead, they
receive sponsorships from
community members and
businesses.

“We may not be a well-known
name on campus,” Diaz said.
“We don’t really have our name
out there with the students, but
in the business world, and even
with people who work in the
school districts, we are
respected for what we have done
to serve the communities of the
students.”
Omar Cadonza in one of the
members focusing on the public
relations aspect of the team. He
feels that with the team pulling
together they will go farther this
year with their
accomplishments.
“We are going to push the
limit at how far we can go,”
Cadonza said. “We gained selfconfidence from SIFE, as well
as the experience to strengthen
our group.”
The club agrees that the group
now works together as if they
are a company of their own.
Instead of having one large club,
there are different areas of SIFE
that the students can choose
from.
“We are a very diverse group,
the full club does not only
consist of business majors.”
Garcia said. “We have engineer
majors, CIS majors, even
students from the fine arts
department who help us with the
web site and designs. We work
like a company in the sense that
we have very different people to
come up with very different
ideas.”
“These students are out there
changing the world,” Diaz said.
“They are making a difference
in their communities locally,
nationally, and literally
internationally.”

PRICE
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Development, which includes student
organizations, student government, and
recreation activities. His duties consist of the
creation and implementation of student life
and transition programs, such as the
Ambassador Program, Student Leadership
Program, and the Alcohol and Drug
Awareness Program.
If necessary the dean is required to assist
with judicial affairs. The director of judicial
affairs is one of the staff members in Price’s
department, and she is the front line for
handling policy violations. Price is notified of
serious violations, such as assault or
academic dishonesty.
“One of the disadvantages of the title dean
of students is for some people they infer that
you’re the principal of the school,” Price
said. “And yes, one of the responsibilities is
conduct issues, but that’s a very small part of
it.”
One of Price’s top priorities for this year is
to find ways to get students more involved in
student organizations, programs, or activities.
He believes that participation in sporting
events, community service, or academic
competitions are priceless. The problem is
that the vast majority of students are
commuters who don’t live on campus or even
in Edinburg.
“All of those experiences are very
valuable. Students are more likely to get
involved in these kinds of valuable
experiences if they are connected with other
students,” Price said. “That’s what I think our
primary goal for this year is going to be.”
He mentioned three general plans of action
for attaining this quest for greater student
participation: strengthen existing
organizations, identify developing
organizations and encourage weaker existing
organizations in positive ways.
Price and his colleagues intend to
strengthen existing organizations by helping
them recruit additional members.
“As an individual I’m going to go out and
meet as many student organizations and their
leaders as possible,” Price said. “They’re
going to be able to tell us what they think
would help strengthen their organizations.”
They plan to recognize possibilities for
new organizations by finding gaps on
campus. They want to discover other types of
involvement or opportunities that students
might benefit from, especially is there is not
an organization available to meet these needs.
Then, taking these ideas as starting points,
they will develop new organizations.
“There are some organizations that already
exist that in some cases are already popular,
but need some work,” Price said. “In other
words they need some encouragement to do
better academically or to get more engaged in
positive ways on campus. We’re not just
going to try to weed out the bad ones. We
want to help.”
Price’s involvement exceeds the
responsibilities outlined in his job
description. He chairs the Student Advisory
Affairs committee, which makes
recommendations to the president and vice
president of the university regarding issues
such as the expenditure of student service
fees.
He goes beyond outlined duties by
answering calls, complaints and concerns that
do not relate to his area, and refers those
individuals to the proper department.
“There are a lot of things that go with
being the dean of students that aren’t in the
job description,” Price said. “When students,
parents, or community members have a
concern or question and don’t know where to
start, they often will start here.”
“My job is to listen, and then help them
get to the people who can hopefully help
them,” he concluded.

THE PAN AMERICAN

August 7, 2003

Page 6

Griffith to head newly-renamed UTPA research office
By HILDA BARRIENTES
The Pan American
As a new semester unfolds, the
University of Texas-Pan American Office of
Institutional Effectiveness will undergo
some changes.
President Miguel Nevarez has appointed
Dr. Susan Griffith, director of Institutional
Research, as the new Interim Director of the
Office of Institutional Effectiveness
effective Sept. 1.
Griffith will replace Dr. Ted Von Ende,
who will return to academic life at UTPA.
“First we have changed the name of the
department,” Griffith said. “The name of
the department is now called Office of
Institutional Research and Effectiveness.”
According to Griffith the new department
will shift its focus to providing requested
raw data for other departments at UTPA.
Griffith added that any UTPA department
can recommend or present a problem and
OIRE’s obligation is to analyze and collect
data, offering options for the problem to be
corrected.
“This talks about doing data analysis,
surveys, management research and reports,”
Griffith said. “This gives management
options for decisionmaking on a problem.”
Griffith said a new staff will be hired and
said different talents are required for a
different focus.
She should know what it takes after
many years of experience in similar
situations.
Before coming to UTPA, Griffith was at
Southwest Texas State in San Marcos for 15
years. She held a variety of positions
including associate vice president for
planning and administration.
Griffith is married to Dr. James
Langabeer, vice president for Business
Affairs.

Ending an eight-year commuting
relationship is what helped Griffith make
the decision to come to the Rio Grande
Valley and work for UTPA.
“We did not have a sense of community
and wanted to pick a place that gave us the
opportunity to get into the community,”
Griffith said. “We decided on making the
Valley our home.”
Langabeer agreed with Griffith that the
long distance relationship was a pain, saying
the pair would communicate by telephone,
e-mail and would see each other on planned
trips.
“We would book round-trip tickets that
cost $75 with Conquest Airlines and would
fly back and forth to see each other,”
Langabeer said. “In order to end the
commuting relationship we both knew one
had to go with the other.”
Griffith said the Valley offers a different
culture, tradition, food and ethnicity. She
added the people have balance between
work and family, and that it is something
that stands out.
“I went to a wedding and saw children
running around and thought ‘these children
should be in bed, it’s past nine.’ But then I
saw their parents carrying their children and
dancing with them in their arms and
thought, ‘family is really important in the
Valley.’”
Griffith says education is important for
economic improvement and her
appointment as the new interim director will
improve education life on campus.
Nevarez said Griffith has the background
and ability to accomplish the new focus of
OIRE.
“She has a lot of experience in
assessment accountability,” Nevarez said.
“She analyzes data and is able to write
reports very well, she is very inclusive of
faculty and students.”

University, city work to
stimulate local economy
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American

Hilda Barrientes/The Pan American

Dr. Susan Griffith will become the interim director of the Office of Institutional
Effectiveness on Sept. 1.

Back In Session
Students return in droves (bottom) to Pan Am as hallways get crowded
and parking spaces become scarce. Enrollment is expected to top
15,000 when the figures are announced in September, and as usual,
complaints about parking are rampant.
Comedienne Alexandra McHale (left) performs for students
Wednesday at the Student Union.
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The effects of budget
cuts, increasing
unemployment, and a
growing deficit are
becoming a part of
Americans’ daily lives.
Although Edinburg has
not been harshly affected
by the state of the national
economy, the Edinburg
Economic Development
Corporation, an arm of the
local government, is
focusing on stimulating the
local economy to secure
Edinburg’s future.
“The economic
indicators for the city when
compared to the state of the
economy, of the state or
even the nation, show that
Edinburg is doing very
well,” EEDC executive
director Ramiro Garza said.
“We have not been
impacted too much at this
point, but we are keeping a
close eye on it.”
The EEDC, created by
voters in 1990, is
responsible for using the
proceeds from the one-half
cent economic development
sales tax to create projects
such as business attraction,
incentives to businesses,
land and building purchases
and leases, infrastructure
upgrades, as well as
training and education.
“We use sales tax money
to stimulate the economy
by providing incentives for
new businesses, creating
jobs, and developing
industry in the city,”
explained EEDC Board
President Pedro Salazar.
“Our job is
attraction/creation,
expansion, and retention.”
In order to further
develop the economy the
EEDC, known under state

law as a 4A Development
Corporation, is focusing on
creating jobs and increasing
the tax base. To do that,
several projects are in
progress. They recently
created the 108-acre North
Industrial Park on Bus. 281.
“We ran out of room in
the old (Renaissance)
industrial park. There are
already eight companies
there.” Garza explained. “
As we speak there is
already one company,
Nuco, moving into the
North Industrial Park. They
make automotive supplies.
The industrial parks are a
very big asset to the city.
The new one should be
enough space for the next
five years.”
Salazar, associate
director for the University
of Texas Pan American One
Stop Capital Shop, a
resource center for those
seeking information on
starting a small business,
explained that the
availability of buildings is
important to companies
considering to locate in a
city.
“We do provide
incentives for businesses to
want to locate in Edinburg,
however we do not want to
be in a situation where we
have to provide too many
incentives,” he said.
“Businesses look at the
availability of buildings so
that they can just move in
and get going. The North
Industrial Park is being
built to accommodate for
that situation.”
Another project expected
to bring in more business to
Edinburg is the extension
of the runway at the
Edinburg Airport.
“We are going to extend
the runway by 5,000 linear
feet,” Garza said. “Right

now it serves private air
crafts and other companies
that need to bring in cargo,
like the maquilas in
Mexico. With the extension
of the runway we are
hoping to generate more
business at the airport.”
The EEDC is also
looking into bringing in
more retail businesses into
the city. To find out what
kind of market Edinburg
offers to businesses, the
EEDC hired a company to
conduct a retail study in
September.
“The study will tell us
what kind of retail we have
a profile for,” Salazar
explained. “We have the
population and the
purchasing power, but
because of the cluster of
businesses in McAllen the
companies decide to set up
shop there instead. We need
the information from the
study to document we have
the potential and convince
them to come here.”
Salazar, who is the
UTPA representative on the
EEDC board, feels that
Edinburg’s relationship
with the university is very
important.
“The university’s success
depends on Edinburg and
Edinburg’s success depends
on the university,” he said.
“Pan Am is one of the
players that has the most
impact on not just
Edinburg, but the whole
Valley. They provide skilled
workers and many
resources to the
community.
“It is also important for
the university to have jobs
available for graduates and
that’s where the city comes
into place,” he added.
“Edinburg will do anything
possible to help the
university.”

NEVAREZ
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Nevarez also misses the
free time he had while he
was teaching and is
looking forward to
eliminating the stress that
comes with the
responsibility of being the
university’s president.
“Things are going to be
different. I’m not going to
know everything that’s
going on at the university,
but I don't have to,” he
said, laughing. “Before I
was president I had time to
jog, relax, and spend time
with my family and
friends. I’m hoping to be
able to go back to that.”
What will he miss about
being the most powerful
man on campus?
“I haven’t given that any
thought,” Nevarez said.
“Well, I really enjoy the
relationship I have with the
the staff, faculty and
students. If that’s not there
anymore then I’ll miss that
part.”
Of all the changes and
accomplishments the
university has experienced
during Nevarez’s
presidency, he is most
proud of contributing to the
development of an
educated middle-class
Hispanic community.
“I have seen many
positive changes at this

institution and in the
communities we serve,”
Nevarez said. “This
university has been
credited for assisting in the
development of a strong
middle class of Hispanic
citizens for the State of
Texas. The educational
attainment, present and in
the future will change the
face of the nation and
provide leadership for the
future. I am honored and
humbled to have been a
part of that positive
change.”
He feels that the ones
most responsible for
accomplishing this are the
students and the university
that gives them the
opportunity to make a
difference in the
community.
“The students are the
ones who really do it,”
Nevarez said. “They
graduate and they go out
into the community and
become leaders. And they
will tell you that they had
their start here in the
university, and that’s what
I would like to point out.”
Nevarez does not
anticipate a major change
at UTPA after he leaves the
presidential seat because
the university is set in its
goals of improving student

success, being a state
leader in the preparation
and production of public
school teachers, and
becoming a doctoral
research university.
“The institution has a
nice vision of where it
wants to be 10 to 12 years
from now and that’s not
going to change,” he
explained. “Yes faculty,
staff, and administration
come and go, but the
institution keeps running.”
Nevarez encourages
students to stay in school
and graduate despite any
distractions or situations in
their lives.
“Keep very much
focused on your studies,”
he advised. “I know that
being a student requires big
sacrifices, personal
sacrifices. You could go
and get a job and make
money now, but by getting
that degree you’ll be better
prepared and get more
satisfaction.
“Things might come into
place in your lives that
delay graduation or make
you want to quit school,
but you need to keep at it.
Postpone the immediate
rewards and you’ll see the
the reward that comes with
your degree will be
greater.”
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■ Art exhibit . . . . . . . 8-9
■ Culture Club . . . . . . 10

Mainstage Schedule
All plays in the Albert L. Jeffers Theatre in the CAS
building.

Marena Villagomez
Sophomore
Education
CD: “Get Rich or Die Tryin’” by 50 Cent
Movie: “Bad Boys II”
Website: yahoo.com

October 15-19, 2003
A Flea in Her Ear by
Georges Feydeau
November 19-23
Dona Rosita’s Jalapeno
Kitchen by Ruby Nelda Perez
February 25-29
Julius Caesar
by
William Shakespeare
April 21-25
The Musical Comedy
Murders of 1940
Cool Play- Mike Rayburn’s talents
were featured at the Student Union on
Tuesday. The guitarist brought his
particular flair of music to the ears of
UTPA students at the Coffeehouse.

Art Gallery Schedule
For both Clark Gallery and The University Gallery
*These schedules are tentative and may change.
Clark Gallery
September 11
Opening Reception
for Chuck Wissinger Art Show
September 11- Oct. 10 Chuck Wissinger Art Show
October 16- Nov. 14
Brian Row Art Show
November 20-Dec. 5
Graphic Design Art
Show

Alejandra Gutierrez
Freshman
Premed/Biology
CD: “Fallen” by Evanescence
Movie: “The Sweetest Thing”
Website: bored.com

Lori Garza
Graduate student
MBA
Movie: “Jerry McGuire”
CD: George Strait Box Set

University Gallery
September 4
Opening Reception
for Chris Leonard, MFA Show
September 4-26
MFA Show: Chris Leonard,
Claus/Claws III: Leonardland Revisited
October 1-26
Virgin Of Guadalupe
Tenth Anniversary Show,
Richard Hyslin et al
October 30-Nov. 16
Dia de los Muertos
Art Show
November 20-Jan.
BFA Show
Music Department Activity
Fall 2003 Tentative Schedule
October 2
Valley Symphony Orchestra
Concert
Fine Arts Auditorium
October 7
UTPA Choir Concert
Fine Arts Auditorium
November 1-2
UTPA Mariachi Concert
Fine Arts Auditorium
November 8
Sol Y Luna Concert
Fine Arts Auditorium
November 13
Valley Symphony Orchestra
Concert
Fine Arts Auditorium
November 18
Chamber Orchestra Concert
Fine Arts Auditorium
November 21
UTPA Choir Concert
Fine Arts Auditorium
November 25
UTPA Band Concert
Fine Arts Auditorium
December 2
Men & Women’s Chorus Concert
Fine Arts Auditorium
December 9
Valley Symphony Orchestra
Concert

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Departments announce fall event schedules
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American

Eric Wiley to direct A Flea in
Her Ear
Mark C. Guerra, Didi Duron,
and Ruby Guerra star in
Mainstage first performance
of the year, A Flea in Her Ear.
Director, Eric Wiley will open
his show in October. The play
is a famous French farce that
comes together in a hilarious
crash of mix-ups, strange
coincidences, and misunderstandings.
“One thing that makes this
play unusual is that it involves
a lot of running,”
Wiley said, “the actors are
literally ruining in and out of
doors, so it was the most
challenging show I’ve done in
dealing with physical comedy
and blocking.”
Wiley is confident that the
show will be a success with
what he says is a good cast
combining a good mix of new
members to the theatre and
veterans.
Chuck Wissinger to Open
Clark Gallery for the fall
Chuck Wissinger is intrigued

by North American cultures,
as stated in his artist’s statement. “As a society, and as
individuals, we have become
disassociated from the rest of
creations. With footprints
etched on the moon, we
exhibit little comprehension of
our footing within the broader
continuum,” says Wissinger in
his artist’s statement, “We
have set ourselves apart from
our world; going forth subduing and having dominion over
it, carving it into smaller
chunks for easier digestion,
destabilizing the closed systems on which we depend”
His show will be opening
with a reception on
September 11, 2003 at 7 P.M.
followed by a month long
showing of his work at the
Clark Gallery.
Guest Artists Dahlia
Guerra & Dan Steenken to
Play
Piano soloists, Dahlia
Guerra and Dan Steenken will
accompany each other for the
music department’s first
Valley Symphony Orchestra
Concert of the year. Dahlia
Guerra is the department

chair for the University of
Texas Pan American
Music Department and Dan
Steenken is a known around
the valley for his talent with
the piano. Velma Ramirez,
South Texas Symphony
Associate said that Steenken
is known to accompany his
piano talents with other piano
soloists.
The two performers will play.
Concerto for 2 Pianos F Major
by Mozart and will follow the
performances, Hungarian
March by Berlioz and
Symphony No. 9 in E Minor
Op. 95 by Dvorak.
The concert is expected to
be a sold out performance
with three quarters of the
seats already sold.
“We just hope that it will be
sold out, that’s what we
always work towards,”
Ramirez said.
University Program Board:
More Than Just Movies
Noelynn Gillamac, heads the
University Program Board as
President for the fall term.
With a hectic schedule to
prove, Gillamac and her committee’s have worked hard to

bring a more diverse selection
of events for students. UPB’s
goal this year is to distinguish
the group as something more
than just a program for
movies and free popcorn.
“We want them to know that
we’re truly a diverse organization. The UPB is here on campus and we just don’t only
how movies and do coffee
houses, we offer a lot more,”
Gillamac said.
As president, she realizes
that the job of the UPB is to
fulfill all of the students
needs. This year, she plans a
more diverse selection of
activities that will be free of
charge and satisfy the student
body as a whole. She also
wants students to be more
familiar about who and what
the University Program board
is and does.
“This Friday night, I want to
let them know who our committee chair and committee
members are so that they
know who to come to when
they have a suggestion or
simply want to ask questions,”
she said, “I want to accomplish visibility.”
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Ants
Class: Insecta
Order: Hymenoptera
Facts:
■ Can be found all around the world in almost every type of
land environment.
■ Live in colonies which consist of a queen, workers, males
and soldiers. The queen spends her life mating and laying
egg, workers are the daughters who collect food and feed
other members and defend the colony, soldiers are large
female ants who defend the colony and often raid other
colonies.
■ The science of studying ants is called ‘Myrmecology.’
■ Some can live to be seven while the queen can live to be 15.

Beetles
Class: Insecta
Order: Coleoptera
Facts:
■ Beetles are invertebrates (no backbone).
■ Breath through holes called ‘spiracles.’
■ Have four stages of life: egg, larve, pupa and adult.
■ 350,000 different beetle species.
■ Some of the more well-known beetles are ladybugs, fireflies, scarabs,
roves, jewels and clicks.
■ Most beetles are not aquatic.
■ Live in regions ranging from deserts to mountains and rainforests.

By CLARALEXIS RIOS
The Pan American

Bees

Crickets
Class: Insecta

Class: Insecta
Order: Orthoptera
Order: Hymenoptera
Facts:
■ Eats nectar from flowers and turn it into honey.
■ Pollinates flowers by fertilizing them and producing
seeds by the pollen that gets stuck on bees’ pollen
baskets (hairs on their hind legs).
■ Can fly 15 mph.
■ The bees’ social classes consist of a queen, workers and drones.
■ The queens lay eggs, workers are females who
gather food, make honey, build six-sided honeycombs, tend to the eggs, and guard the hives,
drones are males who mate with the queen.

Facts:
■ Many crickets are nocturnal.
■ Not all crickets have wings.
■ They sense sound using tympani (hearing
organs) which are located in their front legs.
■ Males of most cricket species make a loud
chriping sound by rubbing their forewings
together to attract females.
■ Some of the more well-known beetles are
ladybugs, fireflies, scarabs, roves, jewels and
clicks.
■ Crickets are omnivores and eat dead insects,
decaying material, fungi and young plants.

Have people ever wondered how
insects affect society, apart from
getting crunched underfoot at times
and being small-fry nuisances at
others? Do they understand that
insects can be beneficial and harmful
as well? Do they ponder their
perceptions at all?
Dr. Zen Faulkes, associate professor
of biology at UTPA, ruminated as to
why people are so afraid of bugs.
"Sometimes they have a good
reason to be," said Faulkes. "The
malaria parasite kills millions of
people a year, and it is spread by
mosquitoes."
The incidence of West Nile virus,
also a mosquito-borne illness, has
been on the rise the past several
weeks. Houston has had several cases
in the summer, with two resulting in
death. San Antonio had its first
reported case this week, and the Valley
has had its share of trouble with the
virus. Cameron County has been a hit
spot for the illness, as last month an
elderly Harlingen woman contracted
the disease and is still under
observation.
Despite the mosquito threat, and
despite the continued invasion of ants
to picnics everywhere, there are some
folks who find insects to be a mixed
bag. For example, Junior Kyle
Hayungs believes that insects can be
good or bad.
"Some bugs can be annoying and
some bugs can be helpful," he said.
"They are always crawling on your
face and other bugs help with the
pollination of flowers."

Although some might say that
people are invading the bugs' territory
and not vice versa, the average person
is not quick to be that introspective.
Junior Ian Cantu agrees with
Hayungs' point of view, saying that he
can stand some bugs, but not others.
"Some are really pesky mosquitoes
and some are necessary like house
spiders that take care of flies and
vermin," Cantu said.
It would seem that except for some
hardcore arachnaphobes, the
consensus on spiders is a resounding
negative.
Freshman Flor Vela is one who is
not so sanguine about bugs.
"They are annoying because most of
them just crawl around you and get in
your food," she insisted.
Truly, it is interesting that one of the
colloquial uses of the word "bug"
refers to being annoying. A short-term
illness or problem with a computer?
Bugs there too are the culprit. But on
the other hand, someone who drives a
Volkswagen Beetle probably finds
little to complain about.
But again, there are those who do
not find insects offensive. Junior
Jonathan Meeks has a different
perspective about these creatures. A
live-and-let-live attitude of sorts.
"They don't bother me that much
and there isn't anything you can do
about them," Meeks said. "If they are
going to bite you, they are going to
bite you."
Faulkes also showed how much he
appreciates insects, plus the opinions
of others, with a semantic twist.
"I reject the premise of the
question," he said. "They are all
beautiful to someone."

Cicadas
Class: Insecta
Order: Homoptera
Family: Cicadidae
Facts:
■ Have two sets of wings with the forewings
being longer than the hindwings.
■ Have a lifespan of anywhere from four to
17 years.
■ Adults lay eggs in twigs.
■ The male cicadas of some species sing a
loud and distinct courtship song to potential
female mates.
■ Cicadas have different mechanisms for
producing their song ranging from
specialized tymbal structure to stridulation
and simple wing clapping.
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Ants
Class: Insecta
Order: Hymenoptera
Facts:
■ Can be found all around the world in almost every type of
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■ Some can live to be seven while the queen can live to be 15.

Beetles
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Order: Coleoptera
Facts:
■ Beetles are invertebrates (no backbone).
■ Breath through holes called ‘spiracles.’
■ Have four stages of life: egg, larve, pupa and adult.
■ 350,000 different beetle species.
■ Some of the more well-known beetles are ladybugs, fireflies, scarabs,
roves, jewels and clicks.
■ Most beetles are not aquatic.
■ Live in regions ranging from deserts to mountains and rainforests.

By CLARALEXIS RIOS
The Pan American
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despite the continued invasion of ants
to picnics everywhere, there are some
folks who find insects to be a mixed
bag. For example, Junior Kyle
Hayungs believes that insects can be
good or bad.
"Some bugs can be annoying and
some bugs can be helpful," he said.
"They are always crawling on your
face and other bugs help with the
pollination of flowers."

Although some might say that
people are invading the bugs' territory
and not vice versa, the average person
is not quick to be that introspective.
Junior Ian Cantu agrees with
Hayungs' point of view, saying that he
can stand some bugs, but not others.
"Some are really pesky mosquitoes
and some are necessary like house
spiders that take care of flies and
vermin," Cantu said.
It would seem that except for some
hardcore arachnaphobes, the
consensus on spiders is a resounding
negative.
Freshman Flor Vela is one who is
not so sanguine about bugs.
"They are annoying because most of
them just crawl around you and get in
your food," she insisted.
Truly, it is interesting that one of the
colloquial uses of the word "bug"
refers to being annoying. A short-term
illness or problem with a computer?
Bugs there too are the culprit. But on
the other hand, someone who drives a
Volkswagen Beetle probably finds
little to complain about.
But again, there are those who do
not find insects offensive. Junior
Jonathan Meeks has a different
perspective about these creatures. A
live-and-let-live attitude of sorts.
"They don't bother me that much
and there isn't anything you can do
about them," Meeks said. "If they are
going to bite you, they are going to
bite you."
Faulkes also showed how much he
appreciates insects, plus the opinions
of others, with a semantic twist.
"I reject the premise of the
question," he said. "They are all
beautiful to someone."

Cicadas
Class: Insecta
Order: Homoptera
Family: Cicadidae
Facts:
■ Have two sets of wings with the forewings
being longer than the hindwings.
■ Have a lifespan of anywhere from four to
17 years.
■ Adults lay eggs in twigs.
■ The male cicadas of some species sing a
loud and distinct courtship song to potential
female mates.
■ Cicadas have different mechanisms for
producing their song ranging from
specialized tymbal structure to stridulation
and simple wing clapping.
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CULTURE CLUB
What students like to read, listen to and surf.
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■ Art exhibit . . . . . . . 8-9
■ Culture Club . . . . . . 10

Mainstage Schedule
All plays in the Albert L. Jeffers Theatre in the CAS
building.

Marena Villagomez
Sophomore
Education
CD: “Get Rich or Die Tryin’” by 50 Cent
Movie: “Bad Boys II”
Website: yahoo.com

October 15-19, 2003
A Flea in Her Ear by
Georges Feydeau
November 19-23
Dona Rosita’s Jalapeno
Kitchen by Ruby Nelda Perez
February 25-29
Julius Caesar
by
William Shakespeare
April 21-25
The Musical Comedy
Murders of 1940
Cool Play- Mike Rayburn’s talents
were featured at the Student Union on
Tuesday. The guitarist brought his
particular flair of music to the ears of
UTPA students at the Coffeehouse.

Art Gallery Schedule
For both Clark Gallery and The University Gallery
*These schedules are tentative and may change.
Clark Gallery
September 11
Opening Reception
for Chuck Wissinger Art Show
September 11- Oct. 10 Chuck Wissinger Art Show
October 16- Nov. 14
Brian Row Art Show
November 20-Dec. 5
Graphic Design Art
Show

Alejandra Gutierrez
Freshman
Premed/Biology
CD: “Fallen” by Evanescence
Movie: “The Sweetest Thing”
Website: bored.com

Lori Garza
Graduate student
MBA
Movie: “Jerry McGuire”
CD: George Strait Box Set

University Gallery
September 4
Opening Reception
for Chris Leonard, MFA Show
September 4-26
MFA Show: Chris Leonard,
Claus/Claws III: Leonardland Revisited
October 1-26
Virgin Of Guadalupe
Tenth Anniversary Show,
Richard Hyslin et al
October 30-Nov. 16
Dia de los Muertos
Art Show
November 20-Jan.
BFA Show
Music Department Activity
Fall 2003 Tentative Schedule
October 2
Valley Symphony Orchestra
Concert
Fine Arts Auditorium
October 7
UTPA Choir Concert
Fine Arts Auditorium
November 1-2
UTPA Mariachi Concert
Fine Arts Auditorium
November 8
Sol Y Luna Concert
Fine Arts Auditorium
November 13
Valley Symphony Orchestra
Concert
Fine Arts Auditorium
November 18
Chamber Orchestra Concert
Fine Arts Auditorium
November 21
UTPA Choir Concert
Fine Arts Auditorium
November 25
UTPA Band Concert
Fine Arts Auditorium
December 2
Men & Women’s Chorus Concert
Fine Arts Auditorium
December 9
Valley Symphony Orchestra
Concert

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Departments announce fall event schedules
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American

Eric Wiley to direct A Flea in
Her Ear
Mark C. Guerra, Didi Duron,
and Ruby Guerra star in
Mainstage first performance
of the year, A Flea in Her Ear.
Director, Eric Wiley will open
his show in October. The play
is a famous French farce that
comes together in a hilarious
crash of mix-ups, strange
coincidences, and misunderstandings.
“One thing that makes this
play unusual is that it involves
a lot of running,”
Wiley said, “the actors are
literally ruining in and out of
doors, so it was the most
challenging show I’ve done in
dealing with physical comedy
and blocking.”
Wiley is confident that the
show will be a success with
what he says is a good cast
combining a good mix of new
members to the theatre and
veterans.
Chuck Wissinger to Open
Clark Gallery for the fall
Chuck Wissinger is intrigued

by North American cultures,
as stated in his artist’s statement. “As a society, and as
individuals, we have become
disassociated from the rest of
creations. With footprints
etched on the moon, we
exhibit little comprehension of
our footing within the broader
continuum,” says Wissinger in
his artist’s statement, “We
have set ourselves apart from
our world; going forth subduing and having dominion over
it, carving it into smaller
chunks for easier digestion,
destabilizing the closed systems on which we depend”
His show will be opening
with a reception on
September 11, 2003 at 7 P.M.
followed by a month long
showing of his work at the
Clark Gallery.
Guest Artists Dahlia
Guerra & Dan Steenken to
Play
Piano soloists, Dahlia
Guerra and Dan Steenken will
accompany each other for the
music department’s first
Valley Symphony Orchestra
Concert of the year. Dahlia
Guerra is the department

chair for the University of
Texas Pan American
Music Department and Dan
Steenken is a known around
the valley for his talent with
the piano. Velma Ramirez,
South Texas Symphony
Associate said that Steenken
is known to accompany his
piano talents with other piano
soloists.
The two performers will play.
Concerto for 2 Pianos F Major
by Mozart and will follow the
performances, Hungarian
March by Berlioz and
Symphony No. 9 in E Minor
Op. 95 by Dvorak.
The concert is expected to
be a sold out performance
with three quarters of the
seats already sold.
“We just hope that it will be
sold out, that’s what we
always work towards,”
Ramirez said.
University Program Board:
More Than Just Movies
Noelynn Gillamac, heads the
University Program Board as
President for the fall term.
With a hectic schedule to
prove, Gillamac and her committee’s have worked hard to

bring a more diverse selection
of events for students. UPB’s
goal this year is to distinguish
the group as something more
than just a program for
movies and free popcorn.
“We want them to know that
we’re truly a diverse organization. The UPB is here on campus and we just don’t only
how movies and do coffee
houses, we offer a lot more,”
Gillamac said.
As president, she realizes
that the job of the UPB is to
fulfill all of the students
needs. This year, she plans a
more diverse selection of
activities that will be free of
charge and satisfy the student
body as a whole. She also
wants students to be more
familiar about who and what
the University Program board
is and does.
“This Friday night, I want to
let them know who our committee chair and committee
members are so that they
know who to come to when
they have a suggestion or
simply want to ask questions,”
she said, “I want to accomplish visibility.”
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Griffith to head newly-renamed UTPA research office
By HILDA BARRIENTES
The Pan American
As a new semester unfolds, the
University of Texas-Pan American Office of
Institutional Effectiveness will undergo
some changes.
President Miguel Nevarez has appointed
Dr. Susan Griffith, director of Institutional
Research, as the new Interim Director of the
Office of Institutional Effectiveness
effective Sept. 1.
Griffith will replace Dr. Ted Von Ende,
who will return to academic life at UTPA.
“First we have changed the name of the
department,” Griffith said. “The name of
the department is now called Office of
Institutional Research and Effectiveness.”
According to Griffith the new department
will shift its focus to providing requested
raw data for other departments at UTPA.
Griffith added that any UTPA department
can recommend or present a problem and
OIRE’s obligation is to analyze and collect
data, offering options for the problem to be
corrected.
“This talks about doing data analysis,
surveys, management research and reports,”
Griffith said. “This gives management
options for decisionmaking on a problem.”
Griffith said a new staff will be hired and
said different talents are required for a
different focus.
She should know what it takes after
many years of experience in similar
situations.
Before coming to UTPA, Griffith was at
Southwest Texas State in San Marcos for 15
years. She held a variety of positions
including associate vice president for
planning and administration.
Griffith is married to Dr. James
Langabeer, vice president for Business
Affairs.

Ending an eight-year commuting
relationship is what helped Griffith make
the decision to come to the Rio Grande
Valley and work for UTPA.
“We did not have a sense of community
and wanted to pick a place that gave us the
opportunity to get into the community,”
Griffith said. “We decided on making the
Valley our home.”
Langabeer agreed with Griffith that the
long distance relationship was a pain, saying
the pair would communicate by telephone,
e-mail and would see each other on planned
trips.
“We would book round-trip tickets that
cost $75 with Conquest Airlines and would
fly back and forth to see each other,”
Langabeer said. “In order to end the
commuting relationship we both knew one
had to go with the other.”
Griffith said the Valley offers a different
culture, tradition, food and ethnicity. She
added the people have balance between
work and family, and that it is something
that stands out.
“I went to a wedding and saw children
running around and thought ‘these children
should be in bed, it’s past nine.’ But then I
saw their parents carrying their children and
dancing with them in their arms and
thought, ‘family is really important in the
Valley.’”
Griffith says education is important for
economic improvement and her
appointment as the new interim director will
improve education life on campus.
Nevarez said Griffith has the background
and ability to accomplish the new focus of
OIRE.
“She has a lot of experience in
assessment accountability,” Nevarez said.
“She analyzes data and is able to write
reports very well, she is very inclusive of
faculty and students.”

University, city work to
stimulate local economy
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American

Hilda Barrientes/The Pan American

Dr. Susan Griffith will become the interim director of the Office of Institutional
Effectiveness on Sept. 1.

Back In Session
Students return in droves (bottom) to Pan Am as hallways get crowded
and parking spaces become scarce. Enrollment is expected to top
15,000 when the figures are announced in September, and as usual,
complaints about parking are rampant.
Comedienne Alexandra McHale (left) performs for students
Wednesday at the Student Union.
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The effects of budget
cuts, increasing
unemployment, and a
growing deficit are
becoming a part of
Americans’ daily lives.
Although Edinburg has
not been harshly affected
by the state of the national
economy, the Edinburg
Economic Development
Corporation, an arm of the
local government, is
focusing on stimulating the
local economy to secure
Edinburg’s future.
“The economic
indicators for the city when
compared to the state of the
economy, of the state or
even the nation, show that
Edinburg is doing very
well,” EEDC executive
director Ramiro Garza said.
“We have not been
impacted too much at this
point, but we are keeping a
close eye on it.”
The EEDC, created by
voters in 1990, is
responsible for using the
proceeds from the one-half
cent economic development
sales tax to create projects
such as business attraction,
incentives to businesses,
land and building purchases
and leases, infrastructure
upgrades, as well as
training and education.
“We use sales tax money
to stimulate the economy
by providing incentives for
new businesses, creating
jobs, and developing
industry in the city,”
explained EEDC Board
President Pedro Salazar.
“Our job is
attraction/creation,
expansion, and retention.”
In order to further
develop the economy the
EEDC, known under state

law as a 4A Development
Corporation, is focusing on
creating jobs and increasing
the tax base. To do that,
several projects are in
progress. They recently
created the 108-acre North
Industrial Park on Bus. 281.
“We ran out of room in
the old (Renaissance)
industrial park. There are
already eight companies
there.” Garza explained. “
As we speak there is
already one company,
Nuco, moving into the
North Industrial Park. They
make automotive supplies.
The industrial parks are a
very big asset to the city.
The new one should be
enough space for the next
five years.”
Salazar, associate
director for the University
of Texas Pan American One
Stop Capital Shop, a
resource center for those
seeking information on
starting a small business,
explained that the
availability of buildings is
important to companies
considering to locate in a
city.
“We do provide
incentives for businesses to
want to locate in Edinburg,
however we do not want to
be in a situation where we
have to provide too many
incentives,” he said.
“Businesses look at the
availability of buildings so
that they can just move in
and get going. The North
Industrial Park is being
built to accommodate for
that situation.”
Another project expected
to bring in more business to
Edinburg is the extension
of the runway at the
Edinburg Airport.
“We are going to extend
the runway by 5,000 linear
feet,” Garza said. “Right

now it serves private air
crafts and other companies
that need to bring in cargo,
like the maquilas in
Mexico. With the extension
of the runway we are
hoping to generate more
business at the airport.”
The EEDC is also
looking into bringing in
more retail businesses into
the city. To find out what
kind of market Edinburg
offers to businesses, the
EEDC hired a company to
conduct a retail study in
September.
“The study will tell us
what kind of retail we have
a profile for,” Salazar
explained. “We have the
population and the
purchasing power, but
because of the cluster of
businesses in McAllen the
companies decide to set up
shop there instead. We need
the information from the
study to document we have
the potential and convince
them to come here.”
Salazar, who is the
UTPA representative on the
EEDC board, feels that
Edinburg’s relationship
with the university is very
important.
“The university’s success
depends on Edinburg and
Edinburg’s success depends
on the university,” he said.
“Pan Am is one of the
players that has the most
impact on not just
Edinburg, but the whole
Valley. They provide skilled
workers and many
resources to the
community.
“It is also important for
the university to have jobs
available for graduates and
that’s where the city comes
into place,” he added.
“Edinburg will do anything
possible to help the
university.”

NEVAREZ
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Nevarez also misses the
free time he had while he
was teaching and is
looking forward to
eliminating the stress that
comes with the
responsibility of being the
university’s president.
“Things are going to be
different. I’m not going to
know everything that’s
going on at the university,
but I don't have to,” he
said, laughing. “Before I
was president I had time to
jog, relax, and spend time
with my family and
friends. I’m hoping to be
able to go back to that.”
What will he miss about
being the most powerful
man on campus?
“I haven’t given that any
thought,” Nevarez said.
“Well, I really enjoy the
relationship I have with the
the staff, faculty and
students. If that’s not there
anymore then I’ll miss that
part.”
Of all the changes and
accomplishments the
university has experienced
during Nevarez’s
presidency, he is most
proud of contributing to the
development of an
educated middle-class
Hispanic community.
“I have seen many
positive changes at this

institution and in the
communities we serve,”
Nevarez said. “This
university has been
credited for assisting in the
development of a strong
middle class of Hispanic
citizens for the State of
Texas. The educational
attainment, present and in
the future will change the
face of the nation and
provide leadership for the
future. I am honored and
humbled to have been a
part of that positive
change.”
He feels that the ones
most responsible for
accomplishing this are the
students and the university
that gives them the
opportunity to make a
difference in the
community.
“The students are the
ones who really do it,”
Nevarez said. “They
graduate and they go out
into the community and
become leaders. And they
will tell you that they had
their start here in the
university, and that’s what
I would like to point out.”
Nevarez does not
anticipate a major change
at UTPA after he leaves the
presidential seat because
the university is set in its
goals of improving student

success, being a state
leader in the preparation
and production of public
school teachers, and
becoming a doctoral
research university.
“The institution has a
nice vision of where it
wants to be 10 to 12 years
from now and that’s not
going to change,” he
explained. “Yes faculty,
staff, and administration
come and go, but the
institution keeps running.”
Nevarez encourages
students to stay in school
and graduate despite any
distractions or situations in
their lives.
“Keep very much
focused on your studies,”
he advised. “I know that
being a student requires big
sacrifices, personal
sacrifices. You could go
and get a job and make
money now, but by getting
that degree you’ll be better
prepared and get more
satisfaction.
“Things might come into
place in your lives that
delay graduation or make
you want to quit school,
but you need to keep at it.
Postpone the immediate
rewards and you’ll see the
the reward that comes with
your degree will be
greater.”
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firm to overhaul the
the community
applications and check
appointed by Charles
There are people who are not
references. Confidential
Miller, the Chairman
realistic about what the job
interviews are then
of the Board; three
conducted by the
faculty members
requires. For the Arlington search
committee and a list of
appointed by the
we had a librarian apply, who I’m
between five and 10
faculty governance;
candidates is sent to the
one dean appointed by
sure is a wonderful librarian but
Board of Regents.
the Dean’s Council;
the skills you get in that job don’t
Finally, the third
one non-faculty
phase begins in the
employee appointed by
necessarily give you the skills to
ninth month when the
the staff or employee
be president.
Board of Regents name
council; one student
the finalists for the
appointed by the
- Teresa A. Sullivan,
position. On-campus
student governance;
UT-System Executive Vice Chancellor for
interviews are then
the president of the
Academic Affairs.
conducted and when
alumni association, the
the final decision is
Chancellor and the
is a wonderful librarian but the made, the regents announce the
Executive Vice Chancellor for
skills you get in that job don’t
selection of the new president.
Academic Affairs.
necessarily give you the skills
Thus, a new president is
The second phase is the
to be president.”
expected to be appointed by
longest, taking from two to
Nominations will be
the end of May or in the
eight months, and begins with
accepted by Sullivan through
summer of 2004.
the call for nominations.
an e-mail account to be
For the time being, Sullivan
Anyone from students to
disclosed in the national
expects to issue a request of
faculty and community
advertising campaign.
proposal for search firms this
members can nominate a
Once nominations are
week and to hold the
candidate for the position.
received, the next step of
committee’s first meeting
However, although virtually
phase two is to contact the
within four or six weeks.
anyone can be nominated
nominees and ask for a copy of During this meeting, the
regardless of age and
their resume and a letter of
committee is scheduled with
occupation, Sullivan states a
interest. Past experience in
an attorney to discuss the
person with an advanced
presidential searches, Sullivan
Texas state law regarding the
degree and experience
says, shows that only 30
selection of applicants for the
managing big organizations is
percent of nominees actually
position and approve the
always preferred.
apply for the position. For UTadvertisement for the national
“There are people who are
campaign. The search
not realistic about what the job PA’s search, she expects about
100 applications. It is then the
committee is scheduled to
requires,” she explained. “For
joint responsibility of the
meet twice during the fall
the Arlington search we had a
advisory committee and search semester.
librarian apply, who I’m sure
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Course offers religious understanding
By AIMEE SERNA
The Pan American
Some feel lost. Some feel like
they just want to know more. It’s
not to contradict or doubt one’s
own beliefs, but to better
understand our beliefs.
“I’m a Baptist, but I feel I
should know more about other
religions to get a better
understanding of what I believe,”
said Jerry Herrera, UTPA
sophomore. “Whatever the
reason may be, to know more is
always helpful no matter what
background or field of study.”
For the first time, UTPA is
offering the course Religion and
Philosophy of Islam, categorized
under PHIL 4390 Special Topics.
“I’ve always expressed an
interest in other religions. Then
recently my sister married a
Muslim,” senior Stephanie
Garcia said. “And now a class is
finally offered to fulfill not only
my curiosity but to help me
better understand what has
become a part of my family.”
The course will cover the
basic beliefs and the practices of
Islam. It will cover the important

SIFE

history of Islam and the way its
religion brought ancient Greek
philosophy to the West. The
course will include topics such
as the distinctive worldview of
Islamic communities, the
political structures and doctrines
of Islam, and the growth of
Islam in the United States.
The course will also discuss
the development of Islamic
fundamentalism, relations
between the followers of Islam,
Judaism and Christianity, the
future of Islam and its
interaction with Western
democracies.
Dr. Thomas Pearson is
teaching the course, and he says
he welcomes as many students
as there are desks in the
classroom. Auditors are also
welcome.
To be an official auditor, one
can sign up at the Office of
Admissions and is then able to
sit-in in the class. Auditors do
not receive credit, but the course
will be on the transcript showing
that he or she sat in in.
“I fell into the course by
accident, but as a confused
individual on what I believe, I

think it seems interesting and
will give me more of an open
mind,” sophomore Jaime
Guzman said.
The course is recommended

“

I hope this course
will give me a
better
understanding of
the Islamic
religion.
- Ricardo Salazar,
junior

for students who have at least
three hours of philosophy or if
special permission is obtained
from the professor. Pearson said
that all students from almost any
field of study could benefit from
this course.
“Since there are now 1.2
billion people who follow the
Islamic faith, and Islam is
regarded as the fastest growing
major faith in the world, the

importance of understanding the
teachings and practices of this
religion and its civilization are
self-evident," Pearson said.
“Many people have a negative
view of the Islamic religion,
and after 9/11, the interest of
the faith intensified.”
There are anywhere from
three to six million Muslims
living in the United States and
there are several mosques in the
Valley.
Pearson added that this
course will help students
understand the differences of
the Islamic faith compared to
the Christian faith and how it
does not constitute a threat like
many believe.
Approximately five percent
are fundamentalists who take the
principles of the religion to the
extreme and practice violently,
Pearson insisted.
This course will cover the 95
percent of the basic Islamic
religion that is not a threat.
“I hope this course will give
me a better understanding of the
Islamic religion,” Ricardo
Salazar, junior said. “It’s
important to know because of all

continued from page 3

contacts with people who they
one day will possibly work
with.”
The SIFE national website
states that the goal of the global
nonprofit organization is to
change the world with dedicated
student teams teaching
important concepts through
educational outreach programs.
The students have access to
major theories on business
management and procedures.
They try to make a difference
in their community by helping
people develop a better
understanding of how the free
enterprise system works, and
how to use this information to
empower themselves and
achieve new success.
Currently, there are more than
1,400 university campuses in 33
countries that have SIFE teams.
This includes nearly 50 active
teams in Texas varying from
small community colleges to
public and private universities,
but all with the same goal in
mind: To better their area by
using the skills they learn to
assist others.
At UTPA, members of SIFE
acknowledge the opportunity
they have to develop their
leadership and communication
skills by learning, practicing,
and teaching the principles of
free enterprise, thereby
improving the standard of living
for millions in the process. One
member of SIFE, Laura Garcia
agreed with the group belief that
even though they have been
working together for a short
amount of time, they are very
serious about accomplishing
their goals.

“

We don’t really have our name out
there with the students, but in the
business world, and even with people
who work in the school districts, we are
respected for what we have done to
serve the communities of the students.
- Sam Diaz,
SIFE adviser

“The students in SIFE are
outgoing, and confident in
themselves.” Garcia said. “They
are like managers of their own
stores. They’re very serious
about what they do.”
The members feel that even
though some in the group are
not the typical “A” students,
they are very good at what they
do with their area of interest and
what they are educated to do.
That is what strengthens the
team and provides the positive
atmosphere in the group.
Each year, SIFE has regional
competitions with the champion
teams moving on to the annual
SIFE USA National Exposition
in Kansas City. At nationals,
thousands of students and
business leaders attend to pay
tribute to the educational
outreach projects.
Last year, the UTPA team
received first place at the
predominantly regional
competition and fourth place at
the national level, and was the
only minority team out of nearly
865 universities.
Even though its minority

“
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status is apparent, Diaz feels
that it should not have an impact
on the team’s ability and
passion.
“We are transcending
boundaries,” Diaz said. “I hate
to say it, but the majority of the
schools that attend nationals
consist of middle class, white
Americans from the Northern
areas. We are crossing the lines
and closing the gaps for the
students and gaining access to
better opportunities.”
With the awards under their
belt, and an invitation to meet
with the national board of
directors in Kansas City in
December to discuss their
accomplishments, the students
say that though winning the
award was exciting, it did not
overshadow the pride they felt
in helping small businesses in
the Rio Grande Valley.
The team does not participate
in fundraising activities like
selling food during activity time
or hosting events. Instead, they
receive sponsorships from
community members and
businesses.

“We may not be a well-known
name on campus,” Diaz said.
“We don’t really have our name
out there with the students, but
in the business world, and even
with people who work in the
school districts, we are
respected for what we have done
to serve the communities of the
students.”
Omar Cadonza in one of the
members focusing on the public
relations aspect of the team. He
feels that with the team pulling
together they will go farther this
year with their
accomplishments.
“We are going to push the
limit at how far we can go,”
Cadonza said. “We gained selfconfidence from SIFE, as well
as the experience to strengthen
our group.”
The club agrees that the group
now works together as if they
are a company of their own.
Instead of having one large club,
there are different areas of SIFE
that the students can choose
from.
“We are a very diverse group,
the full club does not only
consist of business majors.”
Garcia said. “We have engineer
majors, CIS majors, even
students from the fine arts
department who help us with the
web site and designs. We work
like a company in the sense that
we have very different people to
come up with very different
ideas.”
“These students are out there
changing the world,” Diaz said.
“They are making a difference
in their communities locally,
nationally, and literally
internationally.”

PRICE

continued from page 3

Development, which includes student
organizations, student government, and
recreation activities. His duties consist of the
creation and implementation of student life
and transition programs, such as the
Ambassador Program, Student Leadership
Program, and the Alcohol and Drug
Awareness Program.
If necessary the dean is required to assist
with judicial affairs. The director of judicial
affairs is one of the staff members in Price’s
department, and she is the front line for
handling policy violations. Price is notified of
serious violations, such as assault or
academic dishonesty.
“One of the disadvantages of the title dean
of students is for some people they infer that
you’re the principal of the school,” Price
said. “And yes, one of the responsibilities is
conduct issues, but that’s a very small part of
it.”
One of Price’s top priorities for this year is
to find ways to get students more involved in
student organizations, programs, or activities.
He believes that participation in sporting
events, community service, or academic
competitions are priceless. The problem is
that the vast majority of students are
commuters who don’t live on campus or even
in Edinburg.
“All of those experiences are very
valuable. Students are more likely to get
involved in these kinds of valuable
experiences if they are connected with other
students,” Price said. “That’s what I think our
primary goal for this year is going to be.”
He mentioned three general plans of action
for attaining this quest for greater student
participation: strengthen existing
organizations, identify developing
organizations and encourage weaker existing
organizations in positive ways.
Price and his colleagues intend to
strengthen existing organizations by helping
them recruit additional members.
“As an individual I’m going to go out and
meet as many student organizations and their
leaders as possible,” Price said. “They’re
going to be able to tell us what they think
would help strengthen their organizations.”
They plan to recognize possibilities for
new organizations by finding gaps on
campus. They want to discover other types of
involvement or opportunities that students
might benefit from, especially is there is not
an organization available to meet these needs.
Then, taking these ideas as starting points,
they will develop new organizations.
“There are some organizations that already
exist that in some cases are already popular,
but need some work,” Price said. “In other
words they need some encouragement to do
better academically or to get more engaged in
positive ways on campus. We’re not just
going to try to weed out the bad ones. We
want to help.”
Price’s involvement exceeds the
responsibilities outlined in his job
description. He chairs the Student Advisory
Affairs committee, which makes
recommendations to the president and vice
president of the university regarding issues
such as the expenditure of student service
fees.
He goes beyond outlined duties by
answering calls, complaints and concerns that
do not relate to his area, and refers those
individuals to the proper department.
“There are a lot of things that go with
being the dean of students that aren’t in the
job description,” Price said. “When students,
parents, or community members have a
concern or question and don’t know where to
start, they often will start here.”
“My job is to listen, and then help them
get to the people who can hopefully help
them,” he concluded.
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President Nevarez stepped down and the
search for a new president has begun.
Do you think this will have a positive or
negative effect for our campus ?

Evelyn Garza
MBA
Graduate
He’s done a good job. We’ll see the effect
when he leaves and a new person steps
in. It also depends on how the faculty and
staff adjust to change.

Dr. Jerry Price
Dean of Students
Navarez is not going to be replaced
because the work he has done for 20
years is remarkable. I think Navarez’
resignation will create a challenge on an
opportunity in the search for new ideas.

Jorge Gonzales
Manufacturing Engineering
Junior
It’ll have a positive impact because it
is good for the student environment
to experiment with new ideas. All
changes are always for good.

Dr. Kenneth Buckman
Philosophy, Humanities Honors
Professor
He’s been around for a long time,
thus his presence has created
stability. You don’t know if
something new is better or worse
so it creates anxiety.

Naveen Cheruku
Mathematics Professor
New ideas might come when new people
come in. Changing programs and new
purposes might bring improvements for
the university.
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Pick-a-Prof.com: Students
evaluate professors online
academic institution then students pay their
own tab.
Pick-a-Prof provides four different types of
Every semester students face common
categories for students to inform themselves
registration questions: what courses to take,
about professors. It also offers an Academic
when to take them and most important, what
Career Coach (ACC) that answers questions
professors to choose.
about majors, degrees, and other important
Some college students have turned to web
topics. The ACC helps students in two
sites to find out what classmates think about
important areas: academic direction and
certain campus professors and classes.
career information.
Pick-A-Prof.com is a site that has gotten
The most popular section of Pick-A-Pro is
much attention from students and colleges
“student reviews.” The reviews give insight
nationwide.
into a professor's homework load, lecture
Recently the site helps students make
style, exam type, attendance policy, and study
decisions about what courses and professors
tips. Reviews are based on the opinions and
to take. Based on the idea that different
reactions of students who have taken a
students learn in different ways, this site's
particular course with certain professors.
goal is to match students abilities with
Due to the difficulty of finding someone
professors who will maximize their academic
who has taken each professor students have
performance in a course.
the opportunity to take, it is not guaranteed
“It's not a new idea for a student to ask his
that every professor on campus will have
friends which professor to take," said Chris
reviews written about them.
Chilek in a recent interview with ABC News.
Don't expect to find vulgar or inappropriate
"All we've done is take all of that information comments about professors on this site. Each
and bring it to all the
review is screened
students on the entire
for profanity and
campus."
personal attacks. The
It’s not a new idea for a
Chilek, 26, and John
emphasis is on
Cunningham, 25,
constructive
student
to
ask
his
friends
founded Pick-Acriticism to aid
which professor to take.
Prof.com while
students and
attending Texas A&M
professors. Quality
All we’ve done is take all
University. Both
content control is
realized that they, along
conducted by web
of that information and
with other friends,
operators before
bring it to all the students site
were frequently being
any material is
asked about which
posted on the
on the entire campus.
professors they thought
Internet.
were better in
The “grade
- Chris Chilek,
particular courses.
histories”
section
Co-founder of Pick-a-Prof.com
In an attempt to help
gives a breakdown
fellow students, these
of grades students
two entrepreneurs
received in every
worked to create a web site that would
professor's class. The percentages are shown
comply student reviews, course grade
through bar graphs that indicate a numerical
histories, professor information, and schedule
average for each letter grade.
planners in one efficient and informative site.
These figures are not student-based, rather
They piloted the site at Texas A&M
they are obtained directly from university
University and the University of Texas at
records. The American Freedom of
Austin. The response was phenomenal at both Information Act allows for the free access of
universities. Faculty information and forums
the grades a university instructor has given
in which students could exchange thoughts
throughout his/her teaching career.
and opinions about professors online were a
The “schedule planner” allows students to
big hit.
see which course sections fit their schedule
Currently this site works with over 50
best. The planner makes it easy to organize
different colleges and has been actively
classes without having to flip through
providing its services since 2000.
schedule books and prevents overlapping
Although UTPA is still not part of this web
courses.
site, a Pan Am student commented on how
The “schedule grid” shows the days of the
this site could be beneficial to UTPA students. week and shades in the times of the courses a
Celina Espinosa, a junior and business
student has chosen. Again information about
major, said providing professor information
course dates and times is taken from
in one site could help many students choose
university records.
professors that better match with their own
Professors can also use Pick-a-Prof by
interests and attitudes.
becoming part of the Professor Services
“Using this new site could save people a lot Support System.
of time, instead of asking people if they have
This system allows professors to view
taken certain professors,” Espinosa said.
student reviews, share personal biographies,
To access Pick-a-Prof simply type
express academic goals and expectations with
www.pickaprof.com in the computer search
potential students, and monitor student
bar. Choose the Register option under Student responses in order to enhance their teaching
Services. Once at the site's login page give
effectiveness.
your name, pick a user name and password,
The “professor information section” of
supply a valid e-mail address, and choose
professors the opportunity to post background
your college/university or any
information about themselves and inform
college/university you wish to attend in the
students on what to expect the first day of
easy to follow login frame.
class.
This site is not free. Depending on the
Student feedback is an important element
university's service contract with Pick-a-Prof
in the success of professors and universities.
the service fee could be paid by school tuition With web sites like Pick-a-prof.com students
fees or the university's student government
can take advantage of different avenues that
organization. If funding is not provided by an can expand their academic experience.

By MARITZA RODRIGUEZ
The Pan American
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SPORTS CLIPBOARD
Mexican baseball series
under way
The Tigers of Puebla defeated Mexico City, 6-1, to cut the Reds’ Mexican
Baseball League championship series lead to 2-1 Wednesday night at the Foro
Sol Stadium in Mexico City.
Since 1997, the Reds and Tigers have faced each other in the championship
series six times. Five of those were consecutive. Historically between the two
clubs, the team to take a 2-0 series lead went on to win the series.
Saturday, Aug. 23
Tigers 2, Mexico City 15
Sunday, Aug. 24
Tigers 3, Mexico City 7
Tuesday, Aug. 26
Tigers at Mexico City, ppd. rain
Wednesday, Aug. 27
Mexico City 1, Tigers 6
Thursday, Aug. 28
Tigers at Mexico City, 6:30 p.m. (if necessary)
Saturday, Aug. 30
Mexico City at Tigers, 4 p.m. (if necessary)
Sunday, Aug. 31
Mexico City at Tigers, noon (if necessary)

Thomas dumped by Pacers
NBA Hall of Famer Isiah Thomas was fired Wednesday as head coach of the
Indiana Pacers. Thomas led the Pacers to the playoffs in each of the three
seasons he coached the young Indiana team. However, in each year the Pacers
were eliminated from the playoffs in the first round. In the three years under
Thomas, Indiana went 131-115.

Local radio to broadcast UTPA hoops
KSOX-AM 1240 Monster Sports Radio will broadcast all of UTPA’s men’s
basketball games including four selected Lady Broncs games. The 2003-04
season marks the fourth consecutive season that KSOX will be broadcasting
all of the Broncs’ games. KSOX Sports Director Jeff Koch will call the playby-play for both men’s and women’s games. The first broadcast will be on
Nov. 22 when UTPA takes on Southern Methodist at the SPI Convention
Center.

Japan youngsters earn series crown
Tokyo Musashi-Fuchu defeated East Boynton Beach, Fla. 10-1, to win the
Little League World Series on Sunday. The victory was Japan's third title in
five years. In 1999, Osaka defeated Phoenix City, Ala., 5-0. In 2001, Tokyo
Kitasuna defeated Apopka, Fla., 2-1.

Pirates deal Giles
The Pittsburgh Pirates continued dismantling their club this past Tuesday when they
traded away left fielder Brian Giles to the San Diego Padres for left-hander Oliver
Pérez, outfielder Jason Bay and a player to be named later.
Giles was acquired from the Cleveland Indians in 1999 for Mexican reliever Ricardo
Rincón.
Giles continued the success he had in Cleveland by becoming one of the National
League's most consistent run producers. The left fielder has averaged 35 home runs
and 100-plus RBIs since arriving in Pittsburgh. Currently, Giles is hitting .299 with 16
homers and 70 RBIs.
Since mid-July, the Pirates have dealt away their ace starting pitcher, Jeff Suppan,
plus top relievers Mike Williams and Scott Sauerbeck. Prior to Giles, the Pirates traded
away Aramis Ramírez to the Chicago Cubs.

U.S. hoopsters squeak by Argentina
The United States Olympic basketball team defeated Argentina, 94-86, in
the second round of the Tournament of the Americas Tuesday. The victory
avenged last year’s loss to the Argentinians. The U.S. is currently undefeated
in the Olympic qualifying tourney and improved to 22-0.

Scott takes helm as UTPA golf coach
Drew Scott was named the new UTPA men’s golf coach Aug. 19. Scott is a
former Rice University golf standout. He currently plays on the Canadian
Professional Golf Tour.

Gyulai replaces Middleton
as tennis assistant
Kati Gyulai was named the new UTPA assistant tennis coach Monday.
Gyulai, a native of Gyergyoszentmiklos, Romania, replaces Elizabeth
Middleton.

Bond in as UTPA assistant SID
Mike Bond will join UTPA Sept. 1 as the new assistant sports information
director. Bond, a native of Michigan, was the former assistant SID at San
Francisco State University. He replaces Adam Pitterman who was UTPA’s
assistant SID during the 2002-03 season.

Macias returns as UTPA trainer
UTPA announced the return of Mike Macias as an assistant athletic trainer
Aug. 18. Mancias, who has worked with Michael Jordan and LeBron James,
served as a student athletic trainer and graduate assistant in UTPA’s athletic
training department from 1997 to 2001.

Women’s World Cup to begin next month
The FIFA Women's World Cup is set to kick off in 22 days in the United
States. The World Cup will run from Sept. 20 through Oct. 12. The United
States has been pooled into Group A. There are four groups altogether. The
U.S. will open their run for the coveted World Cup on Sept. 21 against
Sweden. On Sept. 25, the U.S. will face Nigeria and conclude the first round
of play on Sept. 28 against Korea.

NFL Preseason Schedule
Thursday, Aug. 28
N.Y. Jets at Philadelphia, 6 p.m.
Detroit at Buffalo, 6 p.m.
Atlanta at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
Houston at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Washington at Jacksonville, 7 p.m.
Tennessee at Green Bay, 7 p.m.
Kansas City at St. Louis, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Baltimore, 7 p.m.
Arizona at Minnesota, 7 p.m.
Miami at New Orleans, 7 p.m.
Oakland at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Friday, August 29
Pittsburgh at Carolina, 7 p.m.
Seattle at Denver, 8 p.m.
Cincinnati at Indianapolis, 8 p.m.
San Francisco at San Diego, 9 p.m.
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Roadrunners even series 1-1 with 10-2 rout
Roadrunners continue playoff run against the
Dillas in Game 3 tonight at 7:05 p.m. in
Amarillo’s Dilla Villa
By MATT HALL
The Pan American
The Edinburg
Roadrunners avenged a
Game One loss to
Amarillo in the CBL
playoffs Tuesday night at
the Edinburg Baseball
Stadium by routing the
Dillas, 10-2, tying the
best-of-five series at one
game apiece leading into
tonight’s 7:05 p.m. Game
3 match-up at Amarillo’s
Dilla Villa.
The series continues on
Friday, Aug. 29 with
Game 4 at 7:05 p.m., and
if necessary, will conclude
on Saturday, Aug. 30 at
7:05 p.m., also in
Amarillo.
Edinburg’s series-tying
victory came just one
night after Amarillo ace
pitcher Jason Stockstill
threw a three-hitter
against the Roadrunners.
The Dillas won 3-1.
The Dillas jumped out
to a 2-0 lead with
Benjamin Craig’s home
run in the top of the
second inning.
Amarillo’s lead did not
last for long.
Aaron Sisk (3-for-4,
three RBI) tied the game
in the bottom of the fifth
inning with a blast into
the left-field bullpen.
Sisk’s show of power was
just a small taste of things
to come for the
Roadrunners and their
faithful fans.
Edinburg’s bats woke
up in the bottom of the

sixth, giving the 1,511
fans in attendance
something to cheer about,
by plating seven men.
The offensive eruption
started when Shaun
Argento delivered a single
past diving second
baseman Alex Llanos and
into center field.
Derek Henderson (2for-5) and Vince Moore
(4-for-4) scored on the
play to give the
Roadrunners a 4-2 lead,
their first of the game.
Sisk, Greg Strickland (2for-4), Eric Gonzalez and
Anthony Angel (2-for-5)
followed Argento’s hit
with run-scoring singles
of their own.
Edinburg Manager Chad
Tredaway believes that
hits and runs come in
bunches.
“It’s all about
momentum,” Tredaway
said. “That ball found a
hole up the middle and all
of a sudden guys are fired
up, and it got contagious
that inning. Bam, bam,
bam, it just kept on
going.”
This was all the run
support Roadrunner
pitchers needed.
Pedro Flores, Steven
Wilkerson and Tim
Vasquez put on a pitching
clinic and combined on a
three-hitter for the
Runners, who won both
halves of the CBL regular
season.
Flores allowed only two
hits in his 5 2/3 innings of
work, which included

Thomas Joseph Martinez was a
victim of a drunken driving
accident. He was 22 years old
when he was hit by a drunken
driver in Mercedes at 5:01 p.m. on
June 6, 2003. He was pronounced
dead the next day.
Martinez’s parents are now
members of Mother’s Against
Drunk Driving Rio Grande Valley
Chapter (MADD-RGV). Through
MADD-RGV, Jose and Diana
Martinez have received the help
they need to have a better
understanding of their son’s case
and to get the person responsible
for their son’s death the punishment

Notes:
they say he deserves.
“We know that the person
responsible for my son’s death had
a high alcohol level, the detective
advised me that it was of .20 and it
took over seven weeks for him to
get arrested. He was let out on a
$50,000 bond and all he needed to
pay was $2,500,” said Diana
Martinez with tears in her eyes.
“Right now we haven’t been

Edinburg starting
pitcher Eric Montoya was
recently named the CBL’s
Rookie Pitcher of the
Year. Montoya, 25, led the
10-team CBL in wins (14)
and strikeouts (143),
ranked fourth in innings
pitched (147 2/3) while
only losing four games
during the 2003 season.
Montoya posted a 4.27
ERA in 21 starts with two
complete games. He
allowed 148 hits, 47
walks while holding
opposing teams to a .256
batting average.
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Organization strives to prevent drunken driving
By DORA OLIVAREZ
The Pan American

eight strikeouts.
Wilkerson, meanwhile,
was unhittable.
After relieving Flores
with two outs in the sixth
and runners on first and
third, Wilkerson fanned
three while shutting down
the Dillas with 2 1/3
innings of perfect relief.
Edinburg’s hitters
accumulated 15 hits and
tied the best-of-five West
Division playoff series 11.
Tredaway believes this
win may have his team
back on the right path and
hopes the positive
momentum will continue.
“That might be what we
needed,” Tredaway said.
“We haven’t done that
probably in three weeks. I
think more than anything
it shows to ourselves that
we can do this. I’m
hoping it’ll carry over.”
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notified on the court date but we
are trying to get educated quickly
on this,” she said
Texas leads the nation for
incidence of drunken driving.
Hidalgo County and Cameron
County are the number one and two
counties in the state in terms of
numbers of offenses.
MADD was founded in 1980 to
decrease drinking and driving, and
underage drinking. It is a non
profit, grassroots organization
consisting of approximately 600
chapters and two million supporters
and members nationwide.
The Valley Version was started
in September 2000 by Blanca
Meckel. MADD-RGV’s mission is
to stop drunken driving, support the
victims of this
crime and
prevent
underage
drinking.
MADD-RGV
provides
training and
classes to
educate people
in English and
Spanish of the
consequences of
drunken
driving.
Community
education, Operation
Accountability, which works in
conjunction with TABC and
Hidalgo County Sheriff
Department, victim services and
public events are other services
offered.
In November the “Tie One On,”
public awareness program passes
out ribbons to the public to affix to
cars in a show of commitment to

not drinking and
driving. In December, a
candlelight vigil is held
as a memorial to honor
the victims of drunken
driving crisis, the
families and the
survivors.
“We are always
looking for volunteers
and donations because
we do work under grants
such as the Border
Initiative Grant and the
Victims of Crime Act
Grant,” said Ana Verley,
Victims Assistance
Coordinator for MADDRGV.
“A majority of the
people that are victims
don’t have any idea how
Special to The Pan American
to proceed, they don’t
know what happens after (Above and Left) - Vehicles involved in accidents caused by a drunken driver.
they’ve been involved
organization.
son. It looked like the court wasn’t
with a drunk driver, they don’t
“Everybody needs to realize that
going to do anything about it,” he
know if the person responsible has
it can happen to anybody,”
said. “MADD will embarrass you,
gotten arrested or not. Then that’s
Thompson said. “If you are going
they will make sure that whatever
when we get involved,” said
you’ve done gets publicity and they to drink don’t drive, if you drink
Verley. “We teach them how to
and you drive and you hit
are there to make sure that the
navigate the judicial system. We
somebody, don’t leave them lying
person responsible gets severe
find out if the person has been
in the road to die.”
punishment as they can encourage
arrested, what he has been charged
For the Labor Day Holiday,
with, when the court date is and we the judge to do.”
MADD, will sponsor a DesignateThompson says that the only
do information referrals, where we
a-Driver campaign called Labor of
reason his son’s case made the
refer them to civil attorneys,
Love. Statistics from the National
news was because MADD got it
physicians or counselors.”
Highway Traffic Safety
Dr. William Thompson, professor there.
Administration (NHTSA) show
“We got some publicity and they
of marketing at the University of
Labor Day weekend as a very
were a presence so that when the
Texas-Pan American became
deadly holiday for alcohol-related
judge looked out there, he knew
involved with MADD–RGV about
traffic deaths. In 2001, 252 people
that he had to do something about
six months ago after his son was
were killed in alcohol-related
it,” Thompson said.
killed by a drunken driver.
traffic crashes during the Labor
Thompson will be putting up a
“I went to MADD because I
Day weekend, representing over 52
website for MADD–RGV and he
wanted to get some publicity out
percent of all traffic deaths for that
will donating the money he
and to get the judge to actually
time period.
receives for restitution to the
sentence the guy that ran over my

New dean seeks to spur Student group offers
help to local businesses
student involvement
By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American

vs.
CBL Playoffs: West Division
first round series
Season series: Edinburg won 5-1
Game 1: Edinburg 1, Amarillo 3
Game 2: Edinburg 10, Amarillo 2
Game 3: Thursday, 7:05 p.m., Edinburg (RH E. Montoya, 14-4, 4.27) at Amarillo
(LH Rolando Valles, 10-5, 3.82)
Game 4: Friday, Aug. 29, 7:05 p.m., Edinburg (RH C. Smith, 7-4, 2.77) at
Amarillo (RH M. Percosky, 3-6, 4.42)
Game 5: Saturday, Aug. 30, 7:05 p.m., Edinburg (RH R. Harris, 9-2, 2.81) at
Amarillo (LH J. Stockstill, 10-5, 2.49), if necessary
Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Edinburg routed Amarillo, 10-2, in Game 2 of the first round of the West Division playoffs.

“I really enjoyed the experience, but I had
no intention of making a career out of it,”
Price said.
His original objective was to become an
The University of Texas-Pan American’s
English professor, but during graduate school,
Bronc Village Apartments house students
Price was assistant to the vice president at
from various walks of life year-round. For
Drake University in Iowa.
one month this summer Dr. Jerry Price, the
“It was a professional position but
new dean of students, was a
I was kind of troubleshooting,”
neighbor of residents.
Price said. “Students, families, and
Price’s stay on campus
professors would just call with
facilitated a fast route to
problems and the vice president was
becoming familiar with the
almost always gone, so I was the
university, and similar past
person in the office who was the
experiences made adapting an
first stop to try to solve those
easier process.
problems.”
“I was an RA [resident
Price’s love for problem-solving
assistant] in college. As a
ultimately lured him into the dean of
graduate student my wife and I
students position at Drake
lived in a residence hall and
University. He also received his
were hall directors for a dorm,”
PRICE
Ph.D. in higher education.
said Price, 43. “So I’m used to
“It’s a common position at
living on campus. I was director
universities, but it’s a little bit different at
of residence life before I became dean of
each one,” Price said.
students so I know the foundation of things.”
As dean of students at UTPA, Price is
Price had three older siblings, but he was a
responsible for the Office of Student
first-generation college student, so when he
went to college he didn’t without know what
lay ahead.
See PRICE page 5

By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
With all the different types of
organizations at the university, there is
always life surrounding and engaging the
campus. With the new fall semester
starting, organizations are hastily
preparing for a new wave of incoming
members. One organization, Students in
Free Enterprise (SIFE), is not only trying
to get a head start on strengthening their
organization, but trying to find time to
help local businesses around the Rio
Grande Valley as well.
According to Isaac Sagredo, current
president of SIFE, the group consists of
about 30 students who focus on being
consultants to local businesses and
speaking to various businessmen about the
always-changing information in the
business world.
The group goes to what Sagredo calls
“mom and pop stores,” [independently
owned stores], and tries to assist owners of
business by offering advice on how to
handle their companies. Since many times,
some of the smaller business owners don’t

have a high school degree or are basically
self-taught, the students can share what
they learn at the university level.
“We basically give them some structure
to help the ones that don’t have too much
experience,” Sagredo said. “Those
business owners are smart, they really are,
but it’s a matter of listening to our
suggestions to accomplish what they want
to do.”
Besides working with the smaller
businesses, the members of SIFE also gain
experience with larger companies such as
Texas State Bank, Clark Chevrolet, Rick
Diaz of Channel 5 News, and
Congressman Ruben Hinojosa.
The new adviser of SIFE, Sam Diaz,
says that he wanted to become the adviser
because he feels that what the organization
does is very important because it shows
the professional side of students.
“The students receive tenfold of the
effort they put into any project,” Diaz said.
“They reap the benefits of SIFE by
gaining exposures to different areas of
business at such a young age and create

See SIFE page 5
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Lady Broncs dig in and prepare
for season opener at Lamar

Students learn leadership skills at retreat
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Student leaders from various
organizations on campus are
ready to face the new school
year. The Office of the Dean of
Students, the Student
Government Association, and the
Student Development Office
hosted the annual Summer
Student Leadership Retreat, Aug.
18-19 on the UTPA campus.
Approximately 70 students
from 25 different organizations
attended the event, which was
close to the intended goal of 75
students, according to Assistant
Dean of Students David
Mariscal. The retreat attracted
big numbers never before seen in
a student leader retreat at UTPA.
“That is the most that have
ever attended, so based on the
numbers it was a success,”
Mariscal explained.
The focus of the retreat was to
strengthen student organizations
and provide each leader with the
skills needed to run their
organization. Mariscal also
added that the skills and ideas
discussed in the workshops
throughout the retreat were
framed to help respective
organizations be successful.
Students started the retreat by
listening to keynote speaker
Michael Poll, a nationally known
college speaker who for more
than a decade has appeared at
colleges throughout the country
in order to help college
achievement, leadership
development, and career and life
success.
During his presentation he did
several activities with the
students to help them explore
their “leader within,” and has
helped them learn how to work
as a team with activities such as,
‘Developing the leader within’
and ‘Building Blocks of Our
Team.’
According to sophomore
Kaleena Cruz, who attended the

retreat representing the American
Sign Language Club, Poll’s
The retreat helped the organization
workshops helped the students
leader to understand the necessity of
open their minds and helped
them learn how to get their
being a leader; and educate the
organizations to work together.
“He helped us learn how to
members [to be able to] get them
include everyone in the
involved.
organization, not just the
officers,” Cruz said. “The retreat
- Kaleena Cruz,
helped the organization leaders
sophomore and retreat attendee
to understand the necessity of
being a leader, and educate the
members [to be able to] get them a great opportunity to meet with
encouraged by how many of
involved.”
officers from other organizations. them attended the event.
Poll mentioned that UTPA
Although Price was aware that
“It was great to be able to talk
students have great potential and
those attending reflected only a
to them about important issues
are highly motivated students
small percentage of the student
and their concerns,” Dreyer
who take initiative in their
body at UTPA, he was still
commented.
organization and school. He also
impressed with the positive
A highlight of the retreat was
mentioned it is a campus
attitude of the diverse
the chance to introduce the new
involved in supporting the
organizations that showed up.
Dean of Students, Dr. Jerry
community, one he would
“I am very impressed with the
Price. With only a few months
definitely like to come back to.
students [because] they take their
on the position, Price
The retreat also featured
education seriously,” Price
commented that he was able to
UTPA personnel, who conducted establish a closer connection
stated. “I am very excited to be
different workshops to further
here.”
with students, and was
help student
leaders achieve
organizational
success. Christine
Carruthers,
student judicial
affairs officer,
stated that the
retreat was
started to prepare
student leaders
for the upcoming
academic year.
“It was a great
success [because]
students brought
out issues and
had the chance to
network with
other students,”
Carruthers said.
Kayla Dreyer,
the Student
Government
Association
senator for the
Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American
College of Social
and Behavioral
(Above and Below) - More 70 students, representing over 25 organizations, attended
Sciences, also
the Summer Student Leadership Retreat held on campus Aug. 18-19. The purpose of
stated that it was
the retreat was to strengthen campus organizations and student leadership skills.
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The Lady Broncs practice for their season opener at the Lamar Tournament.

RODRIGUEZ

The 2003 volleyball season
begins this weekend with the
Lady Broncs traveling to
Beaumont to compete in a twoday, three-game tournament
against Lamar, North Texas,
and Lehigh.
Last season the Lady Broncs
went 16-19, struggling at both
the beginning and end of the
schedule, but they were able to
string together an impressive
nine-game run in the meat of
the season to strengthen the
final record.
Head coach Dave Thorn
anticipates equal or better
results from his squad this
season and hopes that the
three-game road trip will yield
early results for his young
team.
“I’m very excited about this
season,” Thorn said. “We have
the core of our team from last
season back with us this year starters at every position. And
we have a lot of new talent
playing for us.”
The new talent Thorn is
referring to are the eight
incoming freshman who will be

VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE

continued from page 16

was invited to attend training camp
in Tampa Bay. At the end of the
February camp, Rodríguez made
the team and crossed the ocean to
play in NFL Europe.
“I learned a lot in Barcelona,”
Rodríguez reflected. “It prepared
me to be here.”
With the arrival of Rodríguez to
the Texans training camp, the
number of Mexican football players
in the NFL increased to three. Wide
receiver Marco Martos is currently
vying for a position with the
Carolina Panthers while fellow
Mexico City native Carlos Rosado,
formerly of the Amsterdam
Admirals, is aiming at a wide
receiver slot on the New York Jets’
roster.
“I hope that I can serve as
motivation for all the football
players in México that have the
same dream of making it (in the
NFL),” Rodríguez said. “There’s a
lot of talent in México. I feel that in
some way I’m opening the doors.”
In addition to the Mexican
contingent, several other Latino
players are finding their way into
the NFL ranks. San Francisco
quarterback Jeff García has had a
tremendous impact on the field for
the 49ers. García’s grandparents are
originally from the State of Jalisco
in México.
Mexican-American Robert Garza
of Río Hondo is in his third season
with the Atlanta Falcons. Despite
being hampered by an injury last

season, Garza has been active off
the field by helping in the
community and is currently
competing to retain his slot on the
Falcons roster.
Another Latino standout is
Argentinian kicker Martín
Gramatica of the defending
champion Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
His brother, Bill, plays for the
Arizona Cardinals. Puerto Rican
guard Marco Rivera of the Green
Bay Packers has also made great
strides on and off the field. Rivera
holds an annual football clinic in
San Juan, Puerto Rico.
The popularity and increasing
talent of American-style football in
México can be seen to be
developing from the youth level.
Recently, México won the fourth
annual NFL Flag Football World
Championship by resoundingly
defeating South Korea 54-32. The
10-team tournament, held in Tokyo,
was comprised of 12-to-14 year
olds. The Mexico City team, Los
Diablitos de la Secundaria 312,
won all their games by 20-point
margins.
Although the NFL is far from
reaching the amount of Latino
players Major League Baseball has,
El Toro hopes to see more young
Latinos join the NFL ranks in the
future.
“Follow your dreams. Anyone
can achieve what they want,”
Rodríguez advises. “Focus. Don’t
limit yourself.”

making their NCAA Division I
debut this weekend. Thorn
understands that starting their
college career on the right foot
could be the key to boosting
their performance this season.
“It would be very big to pick
up a few wins and get this
season off on the right foot,”
Thorn said. “It’s good to show
the newcomers that their team
can win. The girls who are
coming back have won before
and they already know they can
do it.”
The returning Lady Broncs
have shown they can win, but
last year their performance was
streaky, and severely hindered
by a six-game losing streak at
the beginning of the season.
The streak, which began with a
loss to UT Austin on the road,
was the product of an
unsuccessful road trip. The
Lady Broncs snapped the streak
when they blanked Texas
Southern in their first home
game of the season.
This season the Lady Broncs
will once again start off on the
road, but Thorn is optimistic
about this weekend’s
tournament and his team’s
performance.

Date
Aug. 29
Aug. 30
Aug. 30
Sept. 2
Sept. 5
Sept. 6
Sept. 6
Sept. 9
Sept. 12
Sept. 13
Sept. 13
Sept. 19-20
Sept. 23
Sept. 27
Sept. 30
Oct. 2
Oct. 4
Oct. 7
Oct. 10
Oct. 12
Oct. 15
Oct. 22
Oct. 25
Oct. 31
Nov. 1
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

4
10
10
14
14
15
15

Opponent
Lamar
North Texas
Lehigh
P. View A&M
Tulsa
SFA
Lou.-Laf.
SWT
TCU
Ark. State
Ark.-Pine Bluff
PV A&M Tourney
Incarnate Word
Texas A&M-Int.
TAMUK
NMSU
TAMUCC
Texas A&M-Int.
Alumni
IPFW
UTSA
Texas Southern
TAMUCC
UTEP
Liga Municipal Sel.
Reynosa
TAMUK
Prairie View A&M
Texas Southern
Northern Colorado
Utah Valley State
TAMUCC
IPFW

Site
A
A
A
H
A
A
A
H
A
A
A
A
H
A
A
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
A
H
H

Time
7 p.m.
noon
4 p.m.
7 p.m.
4 p.m.
12 noon
4 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
5 p.m.
TBA
7 p.m.
4 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
6 p.m.
7 p.m.
1 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
11 a.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.

H
A
A
A
A
A
A

7 p.m.
noon
4 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
2 p.m.
6 p.m.

“You never know what’s
going to happen on the road,”
Thorn said. “Sometimes being
on the road takes away some of
the distractions that you would
normally face at home.
Sometimes it’s helpful.”
Thorn also suggested that the
streaky nature of last season
does not epitomize his team’s
performance.
“It’s hard to predict how the
season is going to go. We had
some tough opponents early on
that got into our head, and we
just weren’t there mentally,”
Thorn said. “But now we’ve
got players who have done it
before and should be able to
perform under pressure.”
Senior outside-hitter Jaclyn
Muszynski is one of the players
Thorn expects to carry the
mental and physical load that a
season of volleyball brings.
“This will be her fourth year
as a starter, and last year she
had a monster season,” Thorn
said of the only healthy senior
on this year’s roster.
Senior Winker Cruz was on
the roster for this season, but
she sustained a knee injury and
will be out for the foreseeable
future, according to Thorn.

2003-2004 Women’s
Golf Schedule
Date

Opponent

Sept. 20-21

Southwest Texas
State Invitational
Notre Dame
Invitational
Oral Roberts
Invitational
Sam Houston State
Invitational
Bronc Intercollegiate
Classic
Xavier Invitational
Baylor/Tapatío Springs
Shootout
Arkansas-Little Rock
Invitational
National Minority Golf
Championships

Sept. 27-28
Oct. 6-7
Nov. 3-4
Feb. 23-24
March 12-14
March 19-21
March 29-30
May 7-9

2003 UTPA Cross
Country Schedule
Date

Opponent

Sept. 5

Texas-Pan American
Relay Challenge
Edinburg
New Mexico Invitational,
Albuquerque, NM
Texas-San Antonio
Whataburger Invitational
San Antonio, TX
Texas A&M-Corpus
Christi Splash Corpus
Christi, TX
Chili Pepper Invitational
Fayetteville, AR

Sept. 13
Sept. 26

Fri. Oct. 3

Sat. Oct. 18

S PORTS

■ Volleyball . . . . . . . . . . .15
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dream with Texans
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President Nevarez
stepped down and the
search for a new
president has begun. Do
you think this will have
a positive or negative
effect for our campus ?
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President pursues passion

Monterrey. The
Tecnológico (Monterrey
Tech) helped me a lot. If it
weren’t for the
Tecnológico, I think that I
might not be here.”
The 6-foot-1 linebacker
got his chance this past
summer under Texans head
coach Dom Capers.
Rodríguez has mainly seen
action on special teams in

Nevarez to resign for return to classroom
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
Thirty-two years ago Dr.
Miguel Nevarez began teaching at
the University of Texas-Pan
American.
After a year in the classroom he
quickly climbed the latter to vice
president of the university. Nine
years later he was chosen as
President from 149 nationwide
candidates, becoming the first Rio
Grande Valley native and alumnus
to hold the position.
Next August, after 22 years of
leading UTPA, Nevarez will be
step down from his presidential
duties and return back to the

“

classroom to teach.
During his time as President,
Nevarez saw UTPA go from Pan
American College to the
University of Texas-Pan
American in 1989. Eighteen
bachelor degree programs, 24
master degree programs, and
three doctoral programs have
since been added and the school
has grown to the 10th largest in
the state. As important as it has
been to Nevarez to be a part of
UTPA’s growth and success, he
feels that now is a “natural time”
to step down.
“The institute is heading into a
new level of achievement and
will be developing into the

“

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American
Photo courtesy of Houston Texans

UTPA President Miguel Nevarez announced his decision to step down as
president at a press conference Friday afternoon in the Student Union Theater.

“

I started in the classroom and have fond
memories. I see former students and
they’re lawyers, doctors, teachers now.
That’s neat, knowing I had something to
do with their development.
- Miguel Nevarez,
UTPA President

doctoral research university of
South Texas,” Nevarez said.
“That will take a 10-to-15-year
commitment. It’s a good time for
me to step down and let someone
with a fresh vision lead the
university into its next level of
maturity.”
For the last three years Nevarez
had been contemplating
resigning. Finally this summer he
came to his decision before
announcing it Friday to over 500
staff and faculty members during
the annual Fall Convocation State
of the University Address.
“I had been thinking about it
for awhile,” Nevarez said. “After
some serious soul-searching this
summer I decided to do it. It was
only a couple of weeks before I
announced it that I actually
decided.”
“The university has been my
life and that of my family for
over 32 years,” Nevarez told the
shocked faculty and staff. “These
years have been the most
exciting, rewarding, and
satisfying of my life. I find

making this announcement both
bitter and sweet as I am preparing
to relinquish leadership of a
journey that has traversed many
challenging and successful
miles.”
Many were saddened by
Nevarez’s announcement.
However, he will only be moving
across campus to begin teaching
in the College of Education.
“I still have the energy and a
lot to contribute to the education
field,” Nevarez expressed. “I’m
not ready to retire. In all the years
I’ve spent in administration I’ve
missed the daily contact with the
students.”
“I started in the classroom and
have fond memories. I see former
students and they’re lawyers,
doctors, teachers now. That’s
neat, knowing I had something to
do with their development. I want
to go back to that. I’m ready to
make the change.”
Along with missing the
professor-student relationship,

Nevarez
facts and figures
• Hometown: McAllen
• Undergraduate
degree from UTPA
• Ph.D. from New
York University
• Seventh president
in UTPA history
• UTPA president
since 1981

See NEVAREZ page 11

Antonio “El Toro” Rodriguez in action at the linebacker position during Texans training camp.

him from playing
organized football when he
was younger. He finally
got the chance to play at
Elsik High School in
Houston where he hasn’t
stopped since.
“I like challenges,” the
235-pound Rodríguez said.
“I have more fun that way.
It gives me more
motivation.”
After a few years,
Rodríguez returned to
Monterrey and enrolled in
Monterrey Tech where he

majored in international
commerce and played
under the tutelage of
legendary Mexican coach
Frank González. Under
González’ leadership,
Monterrey Tech won six of
its 10 national
championships. González
was assisting at the
Philadelphia Eagles’
training camp this season.
Rodríguez helped the
Borregos Salvajes win the
2001 and 2002
championships. Both titles

were especially sweet since
they were against
Monterrey Tech’s archrival,
Auténticos Tigres of the
Autonomous University of
Nuevo León (U.A.N.L.). In
2001, El Tec defeated
Tigres, 20-12. In 2002,
Monterrey Tech crushed
their archrival 34-7.
Shortly after Monterrey
Tech’s title victory, the
Elsik High School standout
tried out for the Barcelona
Dragons in Monterrey, and

See RODRIGUEZ page 15

Search for new leadership looms with Nevarez’s departure
By LUIS SAAVEDRA
The Pan American
The University of Texas
System Executive Vice
Chancellor for Academic Affairs
Teresa A. Sullivan is organizing
The University of Texas-Pan
American’s search for a new
president.
With the announcement of Dr.
Miguel Nevarez’s resignation as
president after serving for more
than 20 years, Sullivan was

contacted to advise the Board of
Regents and supervise the
presidential search. This is the
first time that UTPA has a
presidential search since entering
the UT system, signaling the need
to receive instruction from
someone who is familiar with the
process. The process is a long
one, taking from nine to 11
months, however, Sullivan feels
confident that time will not be a
problem.
“President Nevarez did a

wonderful thing for the campus
by saying at the beginning of the
year that this would be his last
year,” she said. “This gives us a
whole year to do the search and
have a smooth transition.”
Sullivan has served as
Executive vice chancellor for
academic affairs for the
University of Texas System since
October 2002. She regularly
teaches and writes on different
issues of sociology at the
University of Texas.

The search is divided into three
phases. The already under way
first phase takes one month and
consists of engaging a search
firm to do national advertising of
the vacancy and organizing a
search committee, also known as
an advisory committee.
The committee’s membership
shall include two regents, two
University of Texas presidents
and also two representatives of

See SEARCH page 12

“

This gives us a
whole year to do
the search and
have a smooth
transition.

- Teresa A. Sullivan,
UT-System Executive Vice
Chancellor for
Academic Affairs

“

recent game, an Aug. 23
loss to the San Diego
Chargers, 19-17. However,
he may see some
The Houston Texans
additional action in this
released 10 players
tonight’s final preseason
Monday in an effort to
game against the defending
reduce the roster to 53
Super Bowl champion
players in time for their
Tampa Bay Buccaneers
season opener against the
since the coaches want to
Miami Dolphins on Sept.
limit the chances of any
7. However, one of those
injuries to its starters
players was not linebacker
before the
Antonio Rodríguez.
regular season
Rodríguez is one of a
begins.
growing number of Latinos
“The
in the NFL that is not only
Its
always
been
competition has
pursuing a lifelong dream
been very
of playing professional
my dream to
tough and at
American-style football,
play in the NFL.
times I’ve felt
but serving as a role model
a little slow,”
for young Latinos
I’ve received a
Rodríguez
everywhere. He’s the first
commented on
defensive player from a
lot of support
the training
Mexican university to
from Mexico.
camp
arrive in the NFL to play
competition. “I
linebacker.
- Antonio Rodriguez, Houston Texans
feel that I’m a
El Toro, as Rodríguez is
linebacker
step away from
often called, has had a
that level
whirlwind year in pursuit
(where I want to be at).
the preseason.
of his dream of playing in
I’m here and I’m going to
He got some playing
the NFL. The 235-pound
take advantage of
time in Houston’s 20-12
linebacker started his
everything. If I don’t make
loss to Denver on Aug. 9
journey at the end of the
and the Texans’ devastating it this season, then I know
2002 season with the
I will (make it)
Borregos
next season. I’m
Salvajes of
almost sure that I
Monterrey
will be in the
Tech (‘El
NFL.”
Tec’), where
It is speculated
his team won
that the former
its second
Dragon may get an
straight
opportunity to stay
national title.
with the Texans on
Then he
their practice
crossed the
squad. If he joins
Atlantic
the team, he will be
Ocean to play
part of a group
the 2003
which could better
season for the
its 4-win inaugural
Barcelona
season.
Dragons of
“The team has
the NFL’s
improved a lot,”
European
Rodríguez
League. After
commented. “I was
a return trip
surprised.”
home to
The linebacker’s
Houston at
work ethic and raw
the
determination have
conclusion of
helped him come a
the NFL
long way in the
Europe
past year. He has
season,
also managed to
Rodríguez
tackle several of
was invited
Photo courtesy of Houston Texans
life’s obstacles on
to the Texans
Antonio Rodriguez hopes to make the final cut.
the road to his shot
training camp.
at playing in the
“Its always
NFL.
loss to state rival Dallas,
been my dream to play in
One of the first obstacles
34-6, on Aug. 15.
the NFL,” Rodríguez said.
in Rodríguez’ way was the
Rodríguez didn’t see any
“I’ve received a lot of
language barrier that kept
action in Houston’s most
support from México and

By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
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